Prince Hassan, Soviet 
envoy discuss Gulf 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday received in his office at 
the Royal Court Boris Piadishev, 
member of the Consultative 
Committee at the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry. Prince Hassan and 
Piadishev reviewed the latest de- 
velopments in the Gulf region 
and initiatives to solve the Gulf 
crisis within the Arab framework 
and in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of international legitima- 
cy. Prince Hassan briefed the 
guest on his views on ways to 
solve problems in the region, 
particularly the Palestine ques- 
tion. Piadishev briefed the 
Crown Prince on the Soviet 
stand on Middle East issues and 
changes in the Soviet foreign 
policy. The meeting was 
attended by the Soviet ambassa- 
dor in Amman. 

France to send 
more troops to Gulf 

PARIS (AP) — France plans to 
send nearly 1,000 more soldiers 
to Saudi Arabia by Jan. 15, 
boosting its total deployment 
there to about 10,000 men, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. France, 
which currently has 6,250 troops 
in Saudi Arabia, is expected to 
reinforce them with an artillery 
regiment, a tank regiment and a 
combat helicopter regiment. 

U.S. legislator 
ends visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Con- 
gressman Wayne Owens, a 
Democrat from Utah, has con- 
cluded a visit to Jordan and left 
for home. During the visit, he 
was received by His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
The latest developments in the 
region with particular attention 
to the Gulf crisis and the Pales- 
tine problem were the focus of 
the meetings. Prince Hassan 
briefed Owens on his views on 
resolving problems of the region 
in accordance with international 
legitimacy. Prince Hassan and 
Owens also reviewed U.S.- 
Jordanian relations at the meet- 
ing. which was attended by U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan Roger 
Harrison. 

German deputy 
arrives today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hans- 
Juergen Wischnewski, a member 
of the German parliament, is 
due here Wednesday for talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Wischnewski will 
also leave for Baghdad on Dec. 
14. He is expected to meet with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz. Wischnewski, a Social 
Democrat, is chairman of the 
Near East Committee of Social- 
ist International. 

Iran, Sudan urge 
regional solution 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran and 
Sudan called Tuesday for a re- 
gional solution to the crisis over 
Iraq's takeover of Kuwait and 
the presence of foreign forces 
massed in the Gulf. Averting 
war in the Gulf was an essential 
task because Muslims stood to 
lose most if fighting broke out, 
Tehran Radio quoted President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
as telling Sudan's military leader 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir. "This 
sedition must be stopped as soon 
as possible with the cooperation 
of regional countries... foreign 
forces have come to the region 
with the aim of securing their 
illegitimate interests," Rafsan- 
jani said. 

Israelis attack 
Hizbollah bases 

RASHAYA. Lebanon (AP) — 
Two Israeli helicopter gunships 
rocketed and strafed guerrilla 
bases of pro-Iranian Shiite Mus- 
lim fundamentalists in South 
Lebanon Tuesday, police re- 
ported. They said there was no 
immediate word on casualties 
from the 15-minute raid on 
Deidaba Hills, a stronghold of 
Hizbollah, five kilometres north 
of Israel's seif-designated 
“security zone." An Israeli army 
spokeswoman said no Israeli 
helicopters were in action over 
Lebanon on Tuesday. 


King and Benjedid 
explore means for 
Gulf peace solution 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Algerian President 
Chadii Benjedid flew into Am- 
man Tuesday and immediately 
went into talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein on means to re- 
solve the Gulf crisis. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Algerian leader's 
two-day visit was aimed at "ex- 
changing views on the Gulf crisis 
and means to find a peaceful 
settlement through inter- Arab 
dialogue that could pave the way 
for a pan-Arab dialogue." 

Benjedid, who is scheduled to 
leave for Baghdad Wednesday, 
is accompanied by a delegation 
comprising Foreign Minister Sid 
Mohammad Ghozali, adviser 
Mohammad Sahnoun and senior 
officials. 

King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
parliament speakrs, senior offi- 
cials and diplomats were at the 


airport to receive the president. 

Talks between die King and 
Benjedid, held later at the royal 
palace, were attended by the 
Crown Prince, Badran, Royal 
Court Chief Sherif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the King's Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister . Marwan Al 
Qasem. On the Algerian side, 
the meeting was attended by the 
delegation accompanying the 
president and the country’s 
ambassador to Jordan. 

No immediate details were 
available on the talks. Petra said 
the discussion covered the latest 
developments in the region and 
ways to peacefully resolve the 
Gulf crisis. 

An Arab diplomatic source 
quoted by the Associated Press 
said Benjedid had started his 
mission after receiving assur- 
ances from King Fabd of Saudi 
Arabia that he was willing to 
negotiate a solution with Iraq. 

The diplomat, who was not 


identified, was quoted as saying 
that King Fahd had agreed to 
meet Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein after Iraq starts with- 
drawing its troops from Kuwait. 

"The Algerian president has 
received assurances from Saudi 
Arabia that leaders there are 
willing to discuss the U.S.-led 
military presence in the Gulf and 
the possibility of convening bi- 
lateral Arab meetings which in- 
dude a Saudi -Iraqi meeting,” the 
diplomat was quoted as saying 
by the AP. 

The report could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. The AP 
also noted that the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) denied Sun- 
day there had been any change 
in the kingdom's policy towards 
the Golf crisis and insisted on an 
unconditional and total Iraqi 
pullout tom Kuwait and res- 
toration of the toppled emiri 
regime of Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli soldier wounded 
in Nablus tyre-bomb blast 

Army imposes new ‘security’ measures 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A bomb in blazing 
tyre exploded in the occupied 
West Bank town of Nablus, 
wounding an Israeli soldier, the 
army said Tuesday. 

The explosion Monday night 
was the second in two days in the 
West Bank. A bomb in Beth- 
lehem killed a soldier and 
wounded two Sunday, the third 
anniversary of the Palestinian 
uprising. 

Military sources said a home- 
made bomb was thrown at an 
army outpost in the occupied 
Gaza Strip Monday. It exploded 
without causing damage. 

An Israeli bus driver reported 


an explosion on a road near 
Nablus Monday liight. An army 
spokesman said no one was in- 
jured. 

The latest underground leaflet 
issued by leaders of the revolt 
urged Palestinians to use “all 
means” of struggle. Some 
Israelis interpreted this as a call 
to take up arms. 

Palestinian leaders say they 
will resist grassroots pressure for 
more violent action and wage 
their struggle for independence 
with stones, firebombs and inter- 
national publicity. 

Israeli troops began-putting up 
barbed wire barriers across some 
roads leading into Bethlehem on 


Tuesday, but the area around 
the traditional site of Girisfs 
birth was not affected. 

Palestinians reported the 
blocking of back roads leading 
from other locations in the West 
Bank. 

Asked about the move, the 
army said: "The army is taking a 
variety of actions to decrease 
violence in the territories. We 
have no intention to spell out ail 
the means. We don't have the 
intention to block roads without 
need in Bethlehem." 

The town's 10,000 Palestinian 


(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. vote remains stalled 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The U.N. Security 
Council has postponed a vote on 
a Middle East peace conference 
until Wednesday, one day after 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir met U.S. President 
George Bush. 

On the eve of the Bush- 
Shamir meeting Tuesday, the 
15-member council voted 9-1 to 
adopt a Soviet motion to delay 
its long-awaited vote on the 
Israeli-occupied territories. The 
session already has been delayed 
several times at U.S. request. 

The United States is trying to 
avoid casting its veto of a resolu- 
tion which, it argues, would be 
interpreted as “capitulating" to 
Iraq’s demand to Hnk the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and Iraq's takeov- 
er of Kuwait Aug. 2. 

Iraq has been calling for a 


comprehensive Middle East 
peace conference as part of any 
agreement to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

Israel is asking that its 
staunchest ally, the United 
States, veto any reference to a 
conference. 

A veto, however, would 
offend Arabs and possibly 
undermine the carefully crafted 
U.S. -led coalition arrayed 
against Iraq. 

France and China abstained 
from the Security Council vote 
while Cuba, Colombia, Malaysia 
and Yemen opposed any delay. 

A U.S. veto would be its first 
in the Security Council since 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. The 
United States has since the inva- 
sion twice allowed passage of 
resolutions highly critical of 
Israel. 


The United States, council 
members and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
were considering several options 
for softening the resolution, but 
the favoured approach appeared 
to be removing reference to the 
conference from the key, opera- 
tive paragraphs rj the resolu- 
tion, shifting it H’to the non op- 
erative preamble And into a non- 
binding presidential statement. 

If approved, it \tould be the 
first time the Security Council 
ever has called for a Mideast 
peace conference. 

Negotiations continued 
throughout Monday among a 
team comprising representatives 
of the United States, Finland 
and Yemen, which holds the 
council presidency this month. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. will not settle Gulf crisis at 


‘Israel’s expense’ 


Shamir 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Tuesday after meet- 
ing President George Bush that 
be believed the United States 
would not settle the Gulf crisis at 
Israel's expense. 

“I trust the president ... be 
said it several times and he said 
it to me now again that there will 
not be any deal at the expense of 
Israel," Shamir told reporters 
outside the White House after 
meeting Bush for about an hour 
and a half. 

Israel has repeatedly said that 
any settlement of the Gulf crisis 
that leaves Iraq's military intact 
could lead to dangerJater. parti- 
cularly for the Jewish state. 

Israel's fears that a deal might 
be in the works arose on the 
news that U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker would travel 
to Baghdad and that Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz would 


come to Washington in what 
Bush called going “the extra 
mile for peace" in the Gulf. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
John Kelly said afterwards that 
Shamir told Bush be would be 
looking for more U.S. aid to 
help settle Soviet immigrants. 

He said Shamir gave no speci- 
fic figure and that Bush made no 
commitment for more assist- 
ance. 

Israeli officials said before the 
m taring that Shamir would tell 
Bush that Israel does not intend 
to launch any preemptive strikes 
against Iraq. 

Kelly said that Shamir> 
did not talk about “potential 
Israeli actions" but that Bush 
thanked him for keeping a lcrw 
profile in the crisis. 

“There was a strong express- 
ion of identity of views on 
seeing Iraqi aggression rebuf- 
fed,” Kelly told reporters. 


But he also said “there was no 
attempt to duck the tough 
issues" of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories and 
Israel's use of force against 
Palestinian protests in those 
areas. Kelly did not elaborate. 

Bush and Shamir bave openly 
sparred over the past year over 
Israeli refusal to engage in peace 
talks with Palestinians. But in 
this meeting a warm atmosphere 
appeared to have prevailed. 

“It was a friendly and good 
exchange of views,” according to 
Kelly, who said Bush assured 
Shamir that Israel would con- 
tinue to maintain its military 
dominance in the region but that 
the United States wanted to 
assist Arab nations as well. 

Shamir said the session was a 
very good and friendly meeting 
that he hopes “will further en- 
hance the special relationship” 
between (be two countries. 
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One million troops in and 
around Kuwait, U.S. says 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The number of Iraqi troops in 
and near Kuwait has swollen to 
over 500,000 while U.S. and 
allied forces in the Gulf now 
total more than 480,000, the 
Defence Department said Tues- 
day. 

Pentagon spokesman Pete 
Williams said an additional 
20,000 Iraqi troops had been 
sent into Kuwait and southern 
Iraq since last Thursday and that 
Iraq bad over 4,000 tanks sup- 
porting its forces in the area. 

Williams said that U.S. sol- 
diers, airmen and sailors, in. the 
Gulf region now totalled more 
than 260,000 and that forces 
from other nations allied against 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion and 


De Michelis: 
Chance of 
Gulf war 
receding 

STRASBOURG, France (AP) 
— Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Michelis said Tuesday 
that war in the Gulf has become 
less likely in the last two weeks 
but warned Iraq against under- 
estimating international resolve 
to force it out of Kuwait. 

“The possibility of a peaceful 
solution is greater than it was in 
the recent past," de Michelis 
said in remarks to the European 
Parliament. 

But he added, “the fact that 
we are more optimistic today 
than yesterday doesn't mean we 
should in any way slacken our 
effort. Use possibility of a milit- 
ary solution still exists." 

De Michelis, whose country 
holds the European Commun- 
ity's (EC) rotating presidency, 
will bold talks with Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz next 
Wednesday and Thursday in 
Rome — shortly after Aziz 
meets with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker in Washing- 
ton. 

De Michelis said he will make 
it "crystal dear” to Aziz that 
Iraq must meet United Nations 
demands to pull out of Kuwait 
and restore the ousted Kuwaiti 
government by Jan. 15, or face 
war. 

“It will be a meeting for dia- 
logue and discussion,*' de 
Michelis said. “It's not a sear- 
ch for compromise.” 

He said the EC was w illing to 
discuss Iraq’s grievances against 
Kuwait and other tensions in the 
Middle East, but only after an 
unconditional and complete Ira- 
qi withdrawal from Kuwait. 

“There can be no peaceful 
solution without unconditional 
withdrawal," de Michelis said. 

He said three -recent events 
had made a peaceful outcome 
more likely: Iraq's Dec. 6 
announcement that all fore- 
igners in Iraq and Kuwait would 
be released; Washington’s deci- 
sion to hold talks with Iraq; and 
the EC’s invitation for Aziz. 

Jacques Delon, president of 
the EC Executive Commission, 
also said Iraq should not see 
these events as a weakening of 
the determination of the nations 
with forces in the Gulf area 


occupation of Kuwait had 
reached over 220,000. 

The spokesman declined to 
say where Iraq had drawn the 
extra troops from to fortify its 
defensive positions in the 
Kuwait region, but said the addi- 
tion was “a rounding-out of 
existing brigades and divisions" 
in the region. 

He said more than half of the 
500,000 Iraqi troops in the re- 
gion were in Kuwait itself. 

The number of American 
forces in the Gulf has been 
growing steadily since the Un- 
ited Stores began its build-up in 
early August. The total is ex- 
pected to reach about 400,000 by 
mid-January. 

The Soviet Union which had 


stood with the United States in 
the five-month Gulf crisis, has 
backed the tough stand taken by 
Secretary of State James Baker 
on holding talks in Baghdad. 

The endorsement came from 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze at a meeting in 
Houston with Baker on the Gulf 
situation. 

Baker has rejected an Iraqi 
proposal that he go to Baghdad 
on Jan. 12, only three days 
before the deadline set by the 
U.N. Security Council for Iraq 
to quit Kuwait or face a forcible 
eviction. 

Baker said Sunday he ‘‘won’t 
be a party to playing games that 

(Continued on page 5) 


Quayle sees Congressional 
inaction as support for Bush 


PINEHURST, North Carolina 
(Agencies) — U.S. Vice- 
President Dan Quayle said Tues- 
day the Bush administration 
would like to' have a congres- 
sional resolution to bolster its 
Gulf policy but also views inac- 
tion as a show of support. 

He told a small group of re- 
porters at a Republican gov- 
ernors’ conference here that the 
Republican administration con- 
siders congressional inaction on 
any resolution as supporting the 
administration’s course in the 
Gulf. 

“We’re going to interpret the 
silence as supportive," Quayle 
said. 

Quayie's talk with reporters 
came as the governors wound up 
their annual meeting at this 
North Carolina golf resort. 

During a speech to governors 
Monday, Quayle said the U.S. 
administration would find it “un- 
acceptable" to have unlimited 
patience with Iraq to get out of 
Kuwait before the military op- 
tion is used. 


welcomes 
King’s 
call for 

m 

dialogue 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has welcomed His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's call for inter- 
Arab dialogue which can pave 
the way for a peaceful settlement 
of the Gulf crisis and other 
outstanding issues in the Middle 


Abdullah Horani, member of 
the PLO's Executive Commit- 
tee, told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that the King's call, 
contained in an address to the 
Staff College earlier this week, 
“is a genuine expression of his 
ideas to help solve the Gulf 
issue." 

“The King’s views that a solu- 
tion of the crisis should come 
about within an Arab framework 
and that the Arabs should take 
the initiative in all matters per- 
taining to their own interests 
should have Arab support," be 
s a i d . 

King Hussein’s initiative, 
Horani added, “reaffirms the 


I 
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He also critkased some un- 
identified members of Congress 
— which has held hearings on 
Gulf policy — for “playing poli- 
tics" over the crisis. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has set a Jan. 15 deadline for 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, 
after which U.S.-led forces in 
the area are authorised to use 
force. 

Many Democrats have sug- 
gested the administration was 
impatient, unwiffing to see if 
economic sanctions would work 
and rushing to use the military 
option. 

Quayle refused to say who he 
was accusing in Congress cf 
playing partisan politics when 
askex) whether he was singling 
ont Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam Nunn 
for criticism. 

The Georgia Democrat, a 
possible Democratic presidential 
hopeful, has questioned the 
administration's military inten- 
tions in the GnJf. 


question with the Gulf crisis 
since both issues are interrelated 
and their settlement can ensure 
stability and security for the re- 
gion. 

Horani called on all Arab 
states to implement the call with 
a view to forcing the United 
States administration to respect 
the Arab views. 

Referring to the ongoing de- 
bate at the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on providing protection to the 
Palestinian people and conven- 
ing of an international confer- 
ence, Horani said: “Should the 
United States veto the resolu- 
tion, then Washington would 
offer further evidence that it 
adopts a double standard in 
dealing with Security Conned 
resolutions and in the applica- 
tion of the international legi- 
timacy." 

Abdullah Jibara, Sudan's 
ambassador here, described the 
King's speech as characterised 
with rationalism and one that 
embodies the aspirations of 
Arab states in solidarity in the 
face of the common threats and 
the joint action that must be 
adopted to protect Arab fa- 


in Havana, a senior PLO offi- 
cial said Monday that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict was the “mother 
of all conflicts” in the Middle 
East, including the Gulf crisis, 
In an interview with Cuba’s 
state-run Radio Rebelde, the 
PLO’s bead of foreign affairs 
Farouq Kaddoumi condemned 
the presence of U.S. and multi- 
national forces in the Gulf and 
called for an Arab solution to 
the Gulf crisis. 

“The Palestine cause and the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Over 700 Westerners opt to 
remain in Iraq and Kuwait 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Over 700 Europeans and Amer- 
icans would remain in Iraq and 
Kuwait after the ongoing airlift 
comes to an end Wednesday, 
according to reports from 
Washington and European 
capitals. 

Three Iraqi aircraft left Bagh- 
dad Tuesday canrying about 550 
Western and Japanese, air- 
port sources and diplomats said. 

One of the planes flew to 
Frankfurt carrying just 15 Amer- 
icans instead of around 400 as 
originally expected, the diplo- 
mats said. 

The other aircraft left for Lon- 
don with 313 and for Bangkok 
with 155 Japanese, three Austra- 
lians and a -Thai. 

The flight’s departure was 
several hours late because of 
delays in getting overflight per- 
mission from Iran, which has 
been fastidious in observing 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq. 

Japanese embassy sources said 
the passengers included 78 
Japanese who had been kept at 
strategic sites in Iraq and Kuwait 


to prevent possible U.S. attack 
and 14 diplomats from the 
embassy in Kuwait. 

The United States expects that 
op to 400 American citizens will 
choose to . remain in Iraq and 
Kuwait after the evacuation of 
foreigners is completed, a senior 
official said Monday. 

“Overall total of Americans is 
about 550 to 600, bat I would 
immediately caution you to say 
that many of those may be peo- 
ple who wish to remain, who 
have families there who wish to 
remain with them, and the num- 
ber that still has to come out is 
probably considerably lower." 

Many of the 400 expected to 
stay were members of non- 
American families, a consider- 
able number of them children. 
■Hiey had been offered the op- 
tion to leave on previous evacua- 
tion flights but had chosen to 
stay, the official said. 

The U.S. embassy in Baghdad 
would try to stay fa touch with 


sy said 100 of their citizens were 
leaving, but about 150 would 
stay in Iraq and Kuwiat. Some cf 
them want to stay for family 
reasons or because of financial 
obligations; others would leave 
on later flights. 

Other foreigners also were 
staying. 

About 50 foreign medical and 
paramedical staff, most of them 
Westerners, have volunteered to 
remain at Baghdad’s Ben AJ 
"Bitar hospital, according to the 
Irish company that owns die 
hospital. 

Reports from European capit- 
als said about ISO to 200 foreign 
nationals were staying on in 
Iraq. 

Tuesday's flights took the 
number of foreigners who left 
Iraq and Kuwait over the last 
three days to about 1,637, leav- 
ing an estimated 1,000 behind. 

U.S. officials in - Washington 


th™ wwcn WItn . said the flight to Frankfurt was 
them even after the evacuation, the last scheduled to evacuate 


he said. 

Officials at the British embas- 


the last scheduled to evacuate 
Americans from! Iraq and 
Kuwait. I 
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UNICEF sends medical supplies to 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The widow of Rev. Martin 
Luther King. Corena Scott King, 
and other peace advocates are 
calling for a non-violent approach 
to the Gulf crisis, beginning with 
nationwide peace demonstrations 
on Jan. 15. 

The Security Council has given 
Iraq until Jan. 15. to withdraw 
from Kuwait or face a possible 
military strike to liberate the emi- 
rate. 

Jan. 15 is also the birthdate of 
Mrs. King's late husband, famous 
for his civil rights activism. 

“It is so ironic that the Security 
Council has chosen Jan. 15, the 
binhdate of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., as a tine in the sand 
appropriately called ‘dead'-line," 
said Joseph E. Lowery, the presi- 
dent of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the civil 
rights organisation which Dr. 
King headed. 

Mrs. King and Lowery spoke 
on behalf of the National Coali- 
tion of Conscience, which they 
lead. 

The coalition is callling 
for protests across America on 
Jan. 15 against a military solution 
to the Gulf crisis. 

It wants the Jan. 15 deadline to 
Iraq withdraw, and wants an in- 
ternational peacekeeping force 
sent to the region, with non-Arab 


nations restricted to 20 per cent 
of the total force. 

The coalition also calls for an 
international peace conference in 
the Middle East. 

At a news conference held 
Monday, Mrs. King said “we will 
not tolerate making this a day of 
war and military aggression... 

“We support international 
sanctions and we demand that 
they be given enough time to 
work so that our young men and 
women can return from the Gulf 
and enjoys the blessings of 
peace," she said. 

“If war breaks out it has been 
estimated that 20,000 Americans 
could lose their lives. This is too 
high a price to pay for cheap 

gas," she said. 

Opinions change 

A majority of Americans still 
believe the United States will go 
to war with Iraq but the release of 
U.S. nationals has raised hopes 
for peace in the Gulf, a new poll 
shows. 

The 61 per cent of those polled 
by AJBC-TV who said they ex- 
pected a war was down 11 points 
in a single week, the largest de- 
cline in war expectations since the 
crisis began more than four 
months ago. the U.S. network 
said. 


Support for war also appears to 

have declined slightly. 

A week ago, 63 per cent of 
those interviewed said they would 
support a war if Iraq does not 
leave Kuwait until after the Jan. 
15 deadline set by the United 
Nations. This week, 58 per cent 
said they would support such a 
war. 

Also. 59 per cent now say it 
would be unacceptable for Iraq to 
withdraw from "some of Kuwait 
but not all of it," a drop from the 
66 per cent who thought that way 
a week ago. 

The poll found continued sup- 
port for President George Bush's 
handling of the crisis, with 62 per 
cent supporting his efforts com- 
pared with 61 per cent last week. 

Also relatively unchanged was 
the 65 per cent, compared to 67 
per cent last week, who support 
the United States taking “all ac- 
tion necessary, including the use 
of military force," to make sure 
Iraq withdraws from Kuwait. 

The survey also found 73 per 
cent were strongly opposed to a 
Gulf settlement being linked to 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The random survey questioned 
518 Americans by telephone On 
Sunday. It has a margin of error 
of plus or minus five percentage 
points. 


By Nor Saii 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iraq, which said 
last week that over 1.400 chil- 
dren bad died because of medi- 
cine shortage, Tuesday re- 
ceived a consignment of medic- 
al supplies sent by the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF). 

“We are concerned about 
the state of the Iraqi children." 
said Nigel Fischer, deputy re- 
gional director of UNICEF. 
“We are trying to do every- 
thing we can." he added. 
“Vaccines have been imported, 
to Iraq at the start of the crisis 
(legally food and medicine are 
exempt from the international 
embargo on Iraq) but because 
of the embargo, there were 
problems and things got de- 
laved.” Fischer told the Jordan 


Times. 

Reports from Baghdad, con- 
firmed by visitors to Iraq, say 
that because of the lack of 
medicines treatment in Iraqi 
hospitals is deteriorating and 
hospitals are working under 
emergency conditions. 

A national immunisation 
programme organised by UN- 
ICEF concludes in Iraq at the 
end of December. Dr. E.G. 
Murzi, UNICEF representa- 
tive in Iraq, said that an assess- 
ment would be made of the 
programme after that. 

“The programme is con- 
tinuing as scheduled. We have 
to see in the next tew weeks 
what has to be done," he said. 

Muizi says reports of shor- 
tages of medicine and food in 
Iraq are “slightly exagger- 
ated." He said he had conflict- 
ing reports about rbe situation 


Blasting for peace in 
Beirut’s killing zone 


By Peter Smerdon 
Reuter 

BEIRUT — They’re blowing 
up Beirut again — but this 
time for the sake of peace. 

A soldier stops traffic qt the 
edge of the green line, once a 
killing zone but now a ruined, 
haunting reminder of 15 years 
of civil war. 

“Get out of your cars and 
stand away from the build- 
ings.” he commands. “Pieces 
may fall off. “Two shots ring 
out — a warning signal. 

“Now put your hands over 
your ears and watch out," says 
the soldier, swiftly following 
bis own orders, “It won't take 
long." 

Seconds later a mine ex- 
plodes, destroying a two- 
storey shop. The blast throws 
stone blocks 4Q metres across 
Martyrs' Square. 

A child screams but the sol- 
dier and the now-dustv civi- 
lians are grinning. 

In Beirut, at least this 
month, peace is a controlled 
explosion and no casualties. 

Troops are clearing mines 
and shells on the green line, a 
J2-kilomefre swathe of streets 
splitting west Beirut from the 
east. 

No-one knows how many 
people died on the green line 
in the dozens of blocks of 
wrecked banks, markets, cafes 
and night dubs around Mar- 
tyrs* Square in the abandoned 
heart of Beirut. 

But the green line is the 
oldest and bloodiest frontline 
in Lebanon's civil war. which 
has claimed about 150.000 
lives since 1975. 

Reaching Martyrs' Square, 
once an international oasis for 
pleasure and high finance, is 
iike stepping back in time to 
the pre-war beauty of Beirut 
— but despoiled by savagery. 

The elegant rectangular 
square is now divided by dirt 
barricades reinforced with up- 
turned cars, buses and ship- 
ping containers. 

Mines and shells which are 
unsafe to move are blown up 
on the spot by the troops, who 


took over Beirut and its sub- 
urbs on Dec. 3 after militia- 
men pulled out. 

Bulldozers then scoop up 
the debris of concrete and 
din ramparts and now down 
thick undergrowth and trees 
which turned downtown 
Beirut into a dangerous and 
unruly park. 

Thousands of mines stud the 
green line. They range from 
plastic hand-sized anti-person- 
nel weapons triggered by trip- 
wires to 15-kilogramme of ex- 
plosives in a drum set to wreck 
tanks. 

t The mines and shells them- 
selves echo the international 
tone of this city — most were 
made in the United States, the 
Soviet Union. Israel. Italy, or 
Eastern Europe. 

“We've found 6 <X/ mines in 
this area in three days but 
there are hundreds more." 
said an army lieutenant from 
the Sixth Brigade as the smoke 
cleared from the la rest detona- 
tion. “It’s a hard task. Wc 
have to search everywhere to 
be safe." 

He estimated the clean-up 
would take three week* before 
all roads in the Martyrs’ 
Square area were open to traf- 
fic. The army warns civilians 
against visiting until then. 

But scores of people arrive 
on foot each day to inspect 
what is left of their houses or 
businesses. Most are elderly: 
most children are too young to 
know- the square as anything 
but ruins. 

“Nothing, nothing.” said a 
shocked old man near tears as 
he gazed at the shell of his 
pharmacy on the square, 
which he last dared to visit six 
year, ago although he lives 
only 2*j0 metres away. 

Some others come to re- 
member the dead in the 
square, where rival militias for 
years held positions just 
metres apart. 

“We used to hare the Sixth 
Brigade as they're Muslim." 
said Joseph Saad. a doctor and 
former member of the Christ- 
ian Lebanese Forces (LF) mili- 
tia. after soldiers found 


another mine. 

“Now I love them more than 
I loved the Lebanese forces." 

“Three of my friends were 
killed in that factory one night 
10 years ago." Saad said. "It 
was all a waste. They died for 
nothing. Those who were kil- 
led were often the best of 
people. 

“The square changed a lot 
for the worse since we fought 
here. They can tear down 
buildings and rebuild but there 
will always be a barrier that 
cleaning up can't remove." he 
said. 

Saad said his father hoped to 
reopen his shuttered shop, 
which was one block from tire 
square and was looted in 19S-L 
"But he’s going to wait and see 
if peace works this time." 

Another visitor was a cur- 
rent LF member, who saii he 
had put away his gun and 
changed to civilian clothes or. 
Dec. 3 when the miiitia pulled 
out of east Beirut. 

“I know where the mines 
are because I put them here." 
he said. "But I won't tell the 
army. We gave them east 
Beirut. Thev can have it." said 

m 

the militiaman, who gave his 
name as Tony. 

Holes hacked through office 
and shop walls show how fight- 
ers moved around without tak- 
ing to the streets, painted slo- 
gans eulogise their now scat- 
tered groups. 

Paradoxically, the clean -up 
is endangering villas ar.d 
palaces with graceful windows 
and arches built around Mar- 
tyrs' Square under Ottoman 
rule during the 1 9th century 
and the start of the 2vth. 

Having survived the war 

scarred but rerativelv mtact. 

■ 

the buildings now face destruc- 
tion in the cause of peacetime 
development, to be replaced 
by multi-storey blocks mads cf 
steel-reinforced concrete. 

A bronze monument com- 
memorating the hanging cf 
nationalists by the Turks :n 
1915 stands in the barren cen- 
tre of the square. Shrapnel and 
bullets have punched holes ;n 
it. 


Bush to seek more 
funds for Gulf costs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush will soon ask 
Congress S12 billion to $20 billion 
to help pay the costs of U.S. 
military operations in the Gulf, 
congressional officials said Mon- 
day. 

The request would cover most 
of the fiscal 1991 expenses for the 
more than 100,000 American 
troops gathering in the Middle 
East for a potential clash with 
Iraq. But it would not cover the 
costs of a war, which would be 
much more expensive, reaching 
bv one estimare SI billion to S2 

P 

billion daily. 

One congressional official said 
of the approaching money re- 
quest, “the timetable is unclear, 
as well as the numbers, but 
they're saying we'll get it soon." 

Capitol Hill officials, who 
spoke only on condition of 
anonymity, said they did not 
know where the money for the 
operation would come from. But 
they noted that under the five- 
year budget bill enacted last 
month, possible expenditures for 
Operation Desert Shield were 
specifically left unlimited. 

Some Democrats in Congress 
have said a temporary surcharge 
on income taxes might be neces- 
sary if fighting breaks out and 
costs soar. 

In addition to the federal 
funds, the government is count- 
ing on receiving more than S7 
billion this year from allied na- 
tions. 

According to a list kept by the 
Defence Department, that in- 
cludes commitments of S2.5 bil- 
lion from Kuwait. $1 billion from 
the United Arab Emirates, 52 
billion from Japan .a Sl.l billion 
from Germany, and 595 million 
from South Korea. Saudi Arabia 
has committed food. fuel, water 
facilities and transportation. 


In September. Defence Secret- 
ary Dick Cheney said he expected 
the year's bill for keeping just 
more than 200,000 troops in the 
Gulf to not exceed SIS billion. 
Since Bush decided last month to 
nearly double the deployment, 
the administration was not pub- 
licly estimated the additional 
cost. 

Congressional aides said they 
were unsure whether the costs 
would double if the number of 
troops also doubled. 

They said that on the one hand, 
spending was increasing because 
of reservists who have been called 
up and because troops in the Gulf 
are receiving 5110 per week in 
combat pay. 

But on the other hand, they 
noted that many of the new 
troops are being sent to the Mid-* 
die East from bases in Europe, a 
shorter trip than the journey from 
the United States many of the 
first soldiers made. In addition, 
the Defence Department is not 
hurrying the extra troops to the 
Gulf by plane as it did the first 
wave. Sending troops by ship is 
cheaper. 

Last week. Robert Reischauer. 
director of the congressional 
budget office, told lawmakers 
that it would cost about 512 bil- 
lion for the 100 , 000 -troop force to 
remain in the Gulf for a year — 
excluding contributions from 
allies. 

Leon Panetta, who chairs the 
budget committee in the lower 
house of Congress, has said war 
with Iraq could cost 51 to 52 
billion daily. 

But Republican congressional 
aides have said they believe that 
figure is too high. 

Congress is controlled by 
Democrats; Bush is a Republi- 
can. 


Israeli legislator favours 
Palestinian state in Gaza 


TEL AVTV (R) — A leading 
peace activist in Israel's main 
opposition Labour Party has 
proposed the creation of a 
Palestinian state in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Member of Parliament Ycssi 
Beilin, 42. told Israel television 
be had not shared his idea with 
Shimon Peres, leader of the left- 
centre party and his longtime 
metoT. 

“We are speaking of negotia- 
tions between Israel and a 
Palestinian delegation with a 
primary purpose of bringing ab- 
out Israel's evacuation from the 
Gaza Strip, to create in the Gaza 
Strip a Palestinian state, 
sovereign and independent, with 
a U.N. representative and every- 
thing that a state has." he said. 


Leftist parties have backed 
creation of separate Israeli and 
Palestinian states side by side but 
the idea has not caught on in 
Labour, the main rival of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's rightist 
Likud. Likud opposes ceding 
occupied land. 

A leader in party efforts to 
contact Palestinian activists, 
Beilin proposed Israel negotiate 
security arrangements with 
Gaza's 700.000 Palestinians. 

Beilin said arrangements would 
also have to be made for the more 
tban 2.000 Jewish settlers there. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
home to more than one million 
Palestinians. Beilin said he envis- 
aged bolding a Palestinian re- 
ferendum once Israel made peace 
with Jordan. Syria and Iraq. 


and “though there are shor- 
tages nutritionally, I do not 
think the children are starv- 

IDS- 

Michael O'Brien, laboratory 
manag er in Ben Al Bitar Hos- 
pital in Baghdad, said: “In our 
hospital we did not witness any 

babies dying.” 

“We had enough supplies to 
keep the basics going, but I 
don't know about other hospit- 
als," O’Brien said. 

The UNICEF shipment sent 
on Tuesday was worth 
1400,000. Inducted in the ship- 
ment were 400,000 doses of 
anti-tubcrculosis vaccine and 

270.000 doses of measles vac- 
cine. 5,000 midwifery kits and 
tr ainin g material as well as 

50.000 umbilical cord damps 
and 650 infant weighing scales. 

At present, UNICEF has 
four programmes and 11 pro- 

Socialists 
want Iraq 
to leave 
Kuwait 

MADRID (AP) — European 
Socialist leaders have urged Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait to 
avert war. 

In an eight-point statement 
issued after a meeting of the 
Union of European Community 
Socialist Parties, party heads 
condemned the Iraqi invasion of 
Knwait. 

“Peace in the Gulf and in the 
Middle East more generally can 
only be guaranteed if Iraqi 
aggression against Kuwait is 
shown to have been unre- 
warded," the group said. 

Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez hosted the meeting 
attended by British Labour Party 
head Neil Kinnock, Italy's Betti- 
no Craxi, French Socialist Pierre 
Mauroy and representatives of 
parties from the eight other EC 
countries. 

The leaders called on Iraq to 
recognise the validity of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions call- 
ing for Iraqi withdrawal from 
Knwait, the restoration of the 
Kuwaiti government and the 
freeing of all foreigners. 

The statement said peace in 
the region was linked to the 
peaceful resolution of disputes 
between Iraq and Knwait 
through negotiation following a 
complete withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces and the restoration of 
Kuwaiti sovereignty. 

But the Socialists appealed to 
all governments deploying forces 
in the region in the anti-Iraq 
coalition to give all possible sup- 
port to the U.N. trade embargo 
against Iraq before undertaking 
military action. 

The leaders welcomed U.S. 
President George Bush’s initia- 
tive to send a repres e ntative to 
meet with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein and to receive a 
top Iraqi diplomat. 

The Socialists also backed an 
initiative from EC foreign minis- 
ters for a direct appeal to Iraq to 
comply with U.N. demands. 

They repeated their support 
for an international conference 
under U.N. auspices to address 
the problems of the Middle East 
as a whole, especially the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and Palestinian 
demands for an independent 
state. 

“In this context the issue of 
disarmament in the region 
should be tackled, including des- 
truction of chemical arsenals and 
a halt to the development of 
biological and nuclear 
weapons.'* the statement said. 


jeefs in thefaeld of health in 
Iraq. These include material 
rhild care programmes aimed 
at reducing the infant mortality 
rate which stands at 100 per 

100,000 live births, Muxzi told 
die Jordan Times. Another 
part of the programme is giving 
training to 8,000 women over a 
period of two to three years, 
on birth attendance and mid- 
wifery. “They would also be 
equipped with the kits,’’ Mura 
said. 

The ongoing immunisation 
programme aims at eradicating 
polio and neonatal tetanus by 
1995, according to Morzi. 
“Control of acute and respira- 
tory infection, diarrhoea! dis- 
eases and early childhood dis- 
ability are areas which UN- 
ICEF and the Iraqi -govern- 
ment are tackling,” he added. 


-f' 

Other aspects 
ramme include sotiak^nob,-^ 
tion and education; Muci said 
in the last five years 
amount spent on the proW 
was $2,850 million and" ^ 
year a budget of 52.4 
has been allocated. 

mr ■ ■. 

Asked if UNICEF felt 

doing enough to help the'fiati 
children to cope with shortage 
of food and meefeane, ftsdm 
said. “To find ways to give ft 
support takes time. At pres** 
we are doing what we can, £3 

the help is not enough.” - 

■ 

UNICEF is “ready to asseig 
the situation as soon as 'tfe 
prevailing cncnmstances woofr 
allow. The embargo must br 

lifted for us to become opej. 
actional again. Onr manifa^ j 

to reach kids eveiywbere^ fe 
said. 


U.S. government objects 
to Swedish letter to Iraq 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 
U.S. ambassador delivered a 
verbal criticism, to the Swedish 
Foreign Ministry Monday over a 
letter Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson wrote to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, national tele- 
vision reported. 

Ambassador Charles Redman 
informed Sweden’s second- 
highest ranking Foreign Ministry 
official, Peter Schori, “about the 
United States’ view on the let- 
ter" in a meeting Monday after- 
noon, said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lars-Olof Lundberg. 

Lundberg declined to give any 
details of the talks. 

Carlsson's letter has been 
sharply criticised by Swedish 
opposition leaders for linking 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait to 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Last week, Israel’s under- 
secretary of state, Eli Rubin- 
stein, delivered a message saying 
the Israeli government was irri- 
tated over the comparison. 

Lundberg characterised the 
meeting with the U.S. official as 
an exchange of opinions. He said 
Schori informed Redman of the 
Swedish view and they “agreed 
the matter was dosed.” 

The- televison report said,i 
without attribution, that the: 
U.S. State Department . in 
Washington, D.C., was con- 
sidering whether to make public 
the message delivered by Red- 
man. 

The U.S. embassy said it 
would not comment on diploma- 






.it. A*. 




tic communications and rtfnas 
to confirm or deny the report 

Swedish TV reported eaife 
from Baghdad that parts of Cart 
sson’s letter were read m b 
Iraqi parliament before it tok 
to free more than 50 Swede 
held since Iraq invaded Kowsj 
Ang. 2. 

“There is also the Israel 
occupation of the West Ban! 
and Gaza, as well as the Israel 
and Syrian troops in Lebanon, 
Carlsson wrote. 

Most leaden of other Wester 
countries which have had natta 
als in Iraq and,' Kuwait ha 
refused Iraqi's attempts to lii 

the Kuwait -crisis with the Israel 

* 

Palestinian issue. 

Since the Swedes came bom 
Carlsson has been under alma 
daily attack from oppoatw 
poHtitians about the content 1 
his letter. 


Politician brings message 
from Iraq to Euro leaders 



ROME (AP) — An Italian 
politician said Monday he 
brought back from Iraq ■ mes- 
sages from Saddam Hussein for 
the Pope and European leaders 
explaining the Iraqi leaders de- 
cision to release all foreigners 
and suggesting a possible way 
out of the crisis. 

Roberto Formigoni, vice- 
president of the European Par- 
liament, did not disclose what 
the reasons or proposals were. 
Formigoni, who went to Bagh- 
dad to seek the release of as 
many foreigners as possible, re- 
turned to Italy Sunday night 
aboard the first flight of several 
airlifts of foreigners made possi- 
ble by the Iraqi leader’s deci- 
sion. The Italian-chartered Iraqi 
Airways flight carried about 200. 
most of them I talian or other 
Europeans. 

“The (Iraqi) foreign minister, 
Tareq Aziz, and the president of 
the Iraqi republic himself, Sad- 
dam Hussein, gave me various 
messages for Europe: A message 
for the Pope, one for the presi- 


dent of the European Parti 
ment, another for Italy Art 
holds the presidency of 
European Community and 
principal European statemeft! 
Formigoni said in an interne* 
with state radio. 

Fornrigom said the message 
contain “a series of reflects 
on the reasons that drove tbs 
to the complete release of di 
foreigners, and, in paiticuafra 
why they were impressed a 
convinced, encouraged by di 
last European delegation, that 
led, and by some other ges 
of dialogue that they . 
known in these times, and tbs 
also a series of reflections, aad 
why not, of proposals oq a post 
hie way out of the crisis." j 

“I believe that in this monied 
it’s necessary to do everything ij 
give body to the dialogue asj 
probably, with good wiB by bed 
sides and, certainly, with carefrl 
attention and with the firm w 
to save principles, it wBM 
possible to come out of 
Formigoni said. 
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Cabinet 


approves 
agreements 
of trade ties 

[AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
Tuesday approved Jordan's par- 
ticipation in the 14th session of 
e Board of Governors of the 
nternational Fund for Agri- 
"tural Development due to be 
held in Rome on Jan. 22. 

| The Jordanian delegation will 
■ be led by Planning Minister 
| Khaled Amin Abdullah. 

■ The Cabinet also approved 
the minutes of the agreement 
concluded between Jordan and 

I Romania during the Joint Jorda- 
nian Romanian Committee 
meeting which was held here on 
Nov. 25. 

The agreement provides for 
Romania importing 65,000 ton- 
nes of phosphates until the end 
of this year, and 400.000 tonnes 
during the first half of 1991. 

It also called for organising 
trade centres and specialised 
trade exhibitions in both coun- 
tries. The agreement also called 
for enhancing cooperation in the 
field of oil exploration, energy 
and electricity. 

The Cabinet also approved 
the minutes of the Joint Jorda- 
nian commercial exchange and 
cooperation in the field of indus- 
try and scientific and technolo- 
gical research. The Jordanian 
and Chinese sides also discussed 
the possibilities of using the loan 
provided by tbe Chinese govern- 
ment. 

JNRCS, 
Swedish 
Red Cross 
to help 
the needy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) Tuesday voiced appre- 
ciation of the assistance received 
from various Red Cross societies 
to promote its humanitarian acti- 
vities in the Kingdom, and said 
that the society, in cooperation 
with the Swedish Red Cross 
would soon embark on the win- 
• ter campaign of < distributing bi| 
basic food commodities and>n 
‘ clothes to the r needy j :il 

JNRCS Deputy' President 
. Mohammad Hadid said that 
Tuesday the society had received 
a consignment of medicines and 
relief materials as a gift from tbe 
Spanish Red Cross Society, 'itiis 
assistance he said, consisted of 
six tonnes of dried milk and 
children milk and medicines. 

“Earlier the JNRCS had re- 
ceived the second shipment of 
relief supplies from Iceland's 
Red Cross Society,” Hadid said. 

He said that the Icelandic con- 
signment had consisted of 35 
tonnes of canned food, biscuits, 
and blankets estimated to be 
worth $500,000. 

Hadid said that JNRCS was 
grateful to the foreign Red Cross 
societies for their assistance and 
would pursue all efforts to pro- 
vide the best service to the peo- 
ple in need. 

“The JNRCS which was in- 
strumental in caring for the 
thousands of evacuees of diffe- 
rent nationalities who arrived in 
Jordan over the past four 
months, was maintaining close 
cooperation with the foreign 
Red Cross societies which help 
Jordan carry out its humanita- 
rian activities,”' Hadid said. 

Soon, he said, tbe JNRCS will 
embark on a campaign for the 
distribution of clothes and other 
basic needs to the needy people 
of Jordan in cooperation with 
the Swedish Red Cross Society 
which has been assisting Jordan 
in humanitarian fields. 

Hadid also announced that 
JNRCS would soon organise an 
international gathering at A1 
Azraq evacuees camp to discuss 
ways of bolstering ties of 
friendship and cooperation be- 
tween the Red Cross and the 
Red Crescent movements, and 
the role of youth in promoting 
the cause of world peace. 




House meets to 
discuss draft laws 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parli ament Wednesday 
holds a session, to be attended 
by Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran and Cabinet members, to 
discuss draft laws and hear re- 
plies by ministers to a number of 
queries from deputies. 

According to a Parliament 
statement, the agenda includes a 
reply from the Minister of 
education and higher education 
to a question by Deputy Nayef 
A1 Hadid related to matters con- 
cerning university and commun- 
ity college graduates from south- 
ern Amman regions, and a reply 
by the foreign minister to a 
question by Deputy Ahmad 
Abbadi about issues related to 
the foreign ministry's handling 


of matters related the Gulf crisis. 

The statement said that the 
House would hear the views of 
Deputy Ahmad Kafawin about 
government scholarships and 
Deputy Fuad Khleifat about tbe 
formation of a committee to 
organise the scholarship process 
at the ministries of education 
and higher education 

■ 

Minister of Information Ibra- 
him Izzeddin is expected to talk 
about the the role of the official 
information services with regard 
to the Gulf crisis. 

The statement said that the 
question of rescheduling far- 
mer's loans to money-lending 
institutions would also be discus- 
sed during Wednesday's session. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Walesa . 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to Polish leader Lech Walesa to congratulate him on being 
elected president. King Hussein wished Walesa luck in leading his 
country to a brighter future and expressed hope that cooperation 
between Jordan and Poland would be enhanced for the good of 
both peoples. 

King condoles Malaysia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to Malaysian King Azlan Shah Bin Yousef Izzeddin 
condoling him on the death of Prince Tango Abdul Rahman. The 
King condoled the King of Malaysia, the family of the deceased 
and the Malaysian people over the great loss and highlighted the 
distinguished efforts of the deceased at both national and Islamic 
levels. 

House pledges support for intifada 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament Tuesday 
issued a statement lauding the Palestinian uprising and the 
Palestinian people's struggle to liberate their homeland. The 
statement, issued on the occasion of the third anniversary of tbe 
Palestinian uprising in the occupied Arab territories, pledged full 
support for the Palestinian people and the “children of the 
stones” In their struggle to liberate Palestine. It said that the 
House would now “allow any person with malicious intentions to 
barm the Palestinian uprising or its national unity in order to 
ensure the purity of the intifada.” 

Qasem, Giacomelll review UNRWA services 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan A1 Qasem Tuesday met in his office with the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for the Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) Giorgio Giacomelli and discussed with him the 
services provided by UNRWA tc aie Palestinian refugees. Qasem 
and Giacomelli reviewed UNRWA services in Jordan and the 
support Jordan provides tor the- agency to enable it-to perform its 
duties towards the Palestinian refugees^ They also discussed . the 
agency’s financial situations -'and .-.its emergency - programme, 
‘started 'in"l988 in. the ^occupied territories.' *“ i; - 
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Abul Huda visa*s Maan Governorate 

MAAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport and Communications 
Abul Abul Huda Tuesday visited Maan Governorate where be 
inaugurated several post offices and met with citizens. The 
minister was briefed by citizens on their needs and demands. Abol 
Huda told them that the ministry would be providing services to 
the citizens in accordance with its capabilities, and that it aims at 
meeting the citizens’ demands. 

Amman Municipality’s budget endorsed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The municipal committee of the Greater 
Amman Municipality Tuesday endorsed a JD 33,985,100 budget 
for 1991. Meeting under the chairmanship of Deputy Mayor 
Ismail Armouti. the committee also approved of .recommenda- 
tions for appropriation of land for municipal use and reducing the 
annual rent of 56 stores at the King Abdullah Gardens, in view of 
the present economic conditions, by 30 per cent' for one year only. 
The committee also approved a set of administrative measures 
and accepted the appointment of two members to tbe municipal 
council: Sheikh Izzeddin A1 Khatib and the University of Jordan 
librarian. 


JYA urges farmers 
to use water judiciously 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) has 
issued an appeal to the valley 
fanners to adhere strictly to a 
water distribution programme 
and warned that the available 
water resources for irrigating 
farms are at a dangerously low 
level due to the lack of rain so far. 

The appeal came from JVA’s 
Secretary General Abdul Aziz 
Wishah who said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, that water levels in reservoirs 
behind dams, especially the King 
TalaJ dam and tbe Wadi AJ Arab 
and Kafrein dams, were at a 
critical stage. These dams feed 
the King Abdullah (east Ghor) 
canal which distributes water to 
farmlands in the valley. 

“Lack of rainfall so far is 
bound to have its negative effects 
on the agricultural situation in 
Jordan in general and in the 
Jordan Valley, whicfa produces 
most of the country's crops, in 
particular,” Wishah warned. 

“Water flowing from Yarmouk 
River to the canal in the valley is 
now running at the rate of 2.8 
cubic metres per second, whereas 
it flowed at the rate of four cubic 
metres a second by this time last 
year,” Wishah pointed out. 

He said that the total amount 
of water stored behind Wadi A1 
Arab dam stood at 680,000 cubic 
metres, down from nearly three 
million cubic metres in December 
1989, while that behind the King 
Talal dam was estimated to be 7.6 
million cubic metres down from 
17 million in December last year, 
Kafrein dam holds 575,000 cubic 
metres, down from 1.5 million 
cubic metres of water in Decem- 


ber 1989. 

Earlier this year Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Daoud Kha- 
laf said in a statement that Jordan 
was seeking to secure financing 
for tbe construction of A1 
Wahdah dam on the Yarmouk 
River near the Syrian border, but 
negotiations were still facing diffi- 
culties. 

The dam, to be known as the 
Makaren dam, would be needed 
to provide sufficient amounts of 
water for irrigating farmlands in 
the Jordan Valley; its projected 
capacity is estimated at 250 mil- 
lion cubic metres. 

“The designs for the dam were 
ready and the construction of the 
diversion tunnel for Yarmouk 
River has been completed, but 
nothing can be done until funds 
are forthcoming.” the minister 
said. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation has also warned that 
Jordan was expected to face 
sharp shortages of water supply in 
the near future and should be 
turning its attention to the pros- 
pects of benefiting from non- 
traditional water resources like 
recycling treated waste water to 
be used in fanning, desalination 
of water and the utilisation of 
water from Yarmouk River. 

Last month the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation announced 
that it was finalising feasibility 
studies to set up two dams on tbe 
Wadi Waleh River and the Wadi 
Mujib River at an estimated total 
cost of JD 70 million to save 
water for irrigation. It expects to 
collect a total of 85 million cubic 
metres of water stored behind tbe 
two dams when completed. 



Firm to build 
housing estate 


AMMAN (Petra) — A locaJ 
construction firm Monday 
signed a contract with the Hous- 
ing Corporation to build a new 
housing estate in the Zarqa Gov- 
e morale. 

The housing estate will consist 
of 110 housing units, built on 
separate plots of land so they can 
be enlarged later on by the 
beneficiaries, according to cor- 
poration Director Yousef 
Hiyasat who signed the contract 
with the managing director of 
the local company. 

“At the same time the Hous- 
ing Corporation is offering 358 
plots of land at the site, for sale, 
so that beneficiaries can build 
their own homes in the style they 


like, but at the same time they 
can benefit from the infrastruc- 
ture laid at the site by the cor- 
poration,” Hiyasat noted. 

Under the contract, the local 
firm will build a network of 
inroads of 34,620 square metres 
in area in addition to pedestrian 
lanes, will lay electricity, tele- 
phone and water networks and 
build public gardens. 

According to Hiyasat, the 
whole project will be set up on 
204 dunums of land, and the 
construction work is expected to 
cost JD 92,733. which is to be 
financed through loans from the 
Housing Bank and the World 
Bank equally. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

'A- Exhibition of British archaeological projects in Jordan at tbe 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

A Exhibition entitled ‘L’orient des cafes’ 1 at tbe French Cultural 
Centre. 

Ar Art exhibition by Mukarram Haghondoqa at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 


— Lecture entitled “The Problem of Literary Criticism in 
Jordan” by Dr. Abdul Rahman Yaghi and Dr. Nabed A1 
Sharif at the Royal Cultural Centre — 6:00 p.m. 

AQABA CULTURAL WEEK 

■ 

— Exhibition entitled “Goethe-Forest” at Aqaba Visitors* Cen- 


Exhibition entitled “Alla — an Islamic City on the China Sea” 
at Aqaba Visitors* Centre. 


2,457 train in 
civil defence 

DEIR ABU 3AEED (Petra) — 
The Dumber of people trained 
on civil defence works in A1 
Koura district till Tuesday had 
reached 2,457. The trainees had 
been enrolled in 45 courses orga- 
nised by the Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD), according to 
tbe CDD director in Deir Abu 
Saeed district. 

He said students at secondary 
schools in tbe district were 
trained on evacuation operations 
in emergency cases. Civil de- 
fence committees were formed 
in the district’s cities and villages 
as part of the district's prepara- 
tion for emergency cases. 


Junsci Terasawa, a Budhist monk from Japan, photographed at 
Amman airport upon his arrival tram Baghdad after serai days of 
fasting and praying for peace in the Iraqi capital (Photo by Yousef AJ 
Allan) 

Budhist monk with drums 
of peace says Gulf war 

will be most devastating 


AMMAN (AP) — A Budhist 
monk who went to Iraq to 
pray and fast for peace said he 
intends to travel to Europe 
and Asia to enlist hundreds of 
pacifists to join a peace camp 
on the Iraqi-Saudi border. 

“There are millions of peo- 
ple in the world who do not 
want war,” Junsei Terasawa, 
41, of Japan told reporters at 
Amman airport. “I hope to 
meet them in Japan, other 
Asian and European countries 
and return with them to the 
peace camp.” 

Terasawa arrived here 
aboard a scheduled Iraqi Air- 
ways flight from Baghdad 
along with several British and 
Irish nationals who refused to 
say if they had been held in 
Iraq. Several of the passen- 
gers were diplomats. 

Iraq’s parliament Friday en- 
dorsed a call to allow ail fore- 
igners held in Iraq and Kuwait 
to leave. Some of them left on 
Friday and an exodus aboard 
chartered Jumbo jets began 
Saturday. 

Terasawa said be spent 
seven days praying and fasting 
for peace and beating “drums 
of peace" in front of the 
American embassy in the Ira- 
qi capital. 

He said be is convinced that 
a military conflict in the Gulf 
'‘will be the most devastating 
war in the history of the 
world." 

The clean-shaven monk, 
wearing his order’s safron 
robes and clutching his earthly 
possessions . in a haversack, 
said the Iraqi government had 
given permission for interna- 
tional peace activists to set up' 
a camp along tbe border with 
Saudi Arabia. 

“There will be people from. 
Britain, Germany, Japan, and 
ail over the world at the peace 


camp,'’ Terasawa said in 
fluent English. 

“Although I am alone, I 
represent tbe Budhist com- 
munity in Japan and other 
Asian countries," he added. 
Terasawa is one of the leaders 
of the Nippon Zanmyohoji 
community. 

Peace campaigners said in 
London Tuesday the prop- 
osed peace camp between 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq will be 
set up in a few days and bold 
thousands of people by next 
month. 

Campaigner Jean Dreze 
told a London news confer- 
ence the Iraqis have given 
their permission for the camp 
which organisers expect will 
attract volunteers from 
around the world. 

“Five thousand Americans 
went to Nicaragua to oppose 
military action by the contras. 
We expect similar support for 
this,” said Dreze, a 31 -year- 
old Belgian peace activist who 
has been in Iraq for a month 
working out the camp’s logis- 
tics. 

Dreze, and four other adv- 
ance workers from the Gulf 
peace team, win return to the 
Gulf in the next few days to 
set up the camp in “neutral 
territory,” 180 kilometres 
southeast of Baghdad, 260 
kilometres southwest of Basra 
and 80 kilometres west of 
Kuwait. 

Volunteers from different 
countries will travel to Jordan 
early next week, gathering in 
Amman before heading to the 
camp and pitching their tents, 
Dreze said. 

The Gulf peace team was 
negotiating with Saudi Arabia 
to set up another camp nearer 
to Saudi Arabia, but also in 
the “neutral territory” zoqe, 
the activist said. 


Campaign gets under way to 
preserve Jerusalem’s Identity 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Israeli 
escalation of destruction of 
the Arab cultural identity of 
Jerusalem, with the massive 
settlement of Jewish immig- 
rants there and the confisca- 
tion of Arab property, led a 
large group of local organisa- 
tions and individuals to start a 
campaign to combat the 
Israeli attempts through a 
programme of action designed 
to preserve the Arab identity 
of tiie ancient Palestinian city. 

A first step towards the 
defence of Jerusalem will be 
launched on Dec. 18 with a 
seminar on the measures taken 
by the Israeli authorities to 
eliminate the Muslim and 
Christian Arab cultural identi- 
ty of Jerusalem, according to 
the spokesman of the prepara- 
tory committee of the semi- 
nar, Labib Kamhawi. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence Tuesday, Kamhawi stres- 
sed that a comprehensive and 
continuous campaign to com- 
bat Israeli schemes to destroy 
the ’'uniqueness" of Jeru- 
salem would be implemented. 

“It is an Arab duty, for both 
governments and peoples, to 
give Jerusalem the attention it 
needs. The identity of Jeru- 
salem is at stake with the 
Israeli threat to turn it into a 
Jewish city, for Jews only,” 
Kamhawi said. 

Tbe two-day seminar at the 
Philadelphia Hotel, organised 
by the Jerusalem Forum, 
Jerusalem Chib and Jerusalem 
Charitable Society, will in- 
clude participants specialised 
on Jerusalem from both Jor- 
dan and the Israeli-occupied 
Arab territories. 

The spokesman described 
the first seminar as an “in- 
formative workshop to come 
out with a dear picture on the 


dangers facing Jerusalem and 
to prepare for an action prog- 
ramme to combat these dan- 
gers." The resolutions of the 
seminar, to be held under the 
slogan “Jerusalem: not to 
forget,” will be announced on 
Dec. 20 at a popular rally 
scheduled at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

The general preparatory 
committee of the first activity 
“to defend Jerusalem” in- 
cludes professional unions, 
political parties from as far 
left as the Communist Party 
and as far right as the Muslim 
Brotherhood, members of tbe 
lower and upper bouses of 
Parliament, Palestinian and 
Jordanian personalities and 
prominent members of Jeru- 
salem families. 

Kamhawi pointed out that 
the participation of people 
from all walks of life was 
evidence that the importance 
of the Arab identity of Jeru- 
salem “goes beyond any poli- 
tical boundaries and there is a 
dear unity on this position.” 

“Protecting the Arab 
identity of Palestine can be 
done by protecting the Arab 
identity of Jerusalem,” 
Kamhawi said. 

The spokesman did not 
elaborate on what the action 
programme would indude un- 
til the first seminar was final- 
ised. However, be said that 
the programme would be 
practical and impleiuentable, 
adding that there were prepa- 
rations for a large-scale - world 
conference on Jerusalem sche- 
duled to take place in Amman 
in the first half of next year. 

“The Zionist enemy does 
not only aim at destroying the 
Arab identity of Jerusalem, 
but at turning it from an Arab 
dty with its culture, people 
and buildings into a Jewish 
dty, for Jews only,” Kamhawi 
said, adding that Israel has 
been escalating its attempts by 
settling as many Jewish im- 


migrants as possible there at 
tiie expense of the original 
Palestinian Arabs and by con- 
fiscating Arab property. 

‘Twenty to 30 per cent of 
the Jewish immigrants are 
being settled in Jerusalem," 
tbe spokesman said, adding 
that this was being done with 
the American financial and 
political support. 

“Israel cannot do this with- 
out the support of the U.S. 
government, and this contra- 
dicts international laws and 
charters and the United Na- 
tions resolutions," Kamhawi 
said. 

He described Jerusalem as a 
dty that summarises the civi- 
lisations of all humanity and 
said that Israel was attempting 
“to destroy all its uniqueness 
to turn it into a sole Jewish 
dty and a jungle of armed 
cement blocks.” 

“The enemy’s objective, 
which is now being dangerous- 
ly escalated, is to ensure that 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
come from every country in 
tbe world: people that have 
nothing jn common except 
their Jewish religion and 
Zionist beliefs," Kamhawi 


He said that tbe Israeli 
plans for Jerusalem were part 
of a general plan to settle 
immigrant Jews in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, adding it was “a crime 
against tbe Palestinians and a 
crime against humanity. It is 
also a challenge to the consci- 
ence of humanity and to tbe 
dignity of the Islamic and 
Christian worlds ” 

m 

He said that the Israeli offi- 
cial escalation of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem as a Muslim 
and Christian Arab capital 
must be confronted by the 
Arab masses and governments 
wbo should use all their pow- 
ers and their political and eco- 
nomic influence. 


Draft national charter finalised 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 60- 
member commission entrusted 
with drafting a national charter 
to guide >Jthe democratisation 
process -in- Jordan has finalised 
work on the charter draft which 
wfil-bersabmitted to His Majesty 
King Hussein in three days' 
time, commission President 
Ahmad Obeidat announced on 
television Monday evening. 

“The commission is now put- 
ting the finishing touches to the 
draft which is expected to help 
lay the foundation for political 
activities in the country,” 
Obeidat said. 

“Tbe charter emphasise the 
identity of tbe Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan and provides for 
concepts and principles which 
can pave the way for political 
pluralism which, in turn can en- 
hance the concept of domination 
of the law and safeguard human 
rights and public liberties alike,” 
Obeidat said. 


In reply to question about 
political parties, Obeidat said 
that tbe draft charter did not 
limi t the number of political 
parties or the forms of political 
activities in Jordan, be added 
that according to the Jordanian ' 
Constitution, political parties 
were allowed in tbe country and 
the charter could by no means 
conflict in views with tbe Con- 
stitution. 

But he said that no political 
party could survive or could be 
allowed to take part in the 
democratisation process unless it 
was fully qualified to do so. 

“There is a group of politi- 
cians in Jordan wbo bad cast 
doubts about tbe national char- 
ter and its role in helping prom- 
ote political life in the Kingdom, 
‘but these politicians should real- 
ise first and foremost that the 
charter’s principles are based on 
the provisions of the constitution 
and are designed to corroborate^ 


the democratic concept of the 
modern state of Jordan,” 
Obeidat pointed out. 

TtfiH national charter, be ex- 
plained, is designed to stress on 
the form of government, its con- 
stitufiBnj the rights of the peo- 
ple, whicfa wfl] be treated with- 
out discrimination, and citizen's 
human rights. 

He said that the national char- 
ter also gave a general outline of 
the Kingdom's future orienta- 
tion with regard to culture, 
education, science and technolo- 
gy as well as the information 
policy. 

The national charter commis- 
sion, which was entrusted with 
its task last April .had formed 
five committees each tarfciing a 
certain aspect of the charter; 
their repo rt s were then incorpo- 
rated in one single report serving 
as a draft charter for final revi- 
sion. 


Private sector urged to boost 
imports, exports, find new markets 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Secret- 
ary General of tbe Ministry of 
Industry and Tirade has called on 
the private sector to create what 
he called an umbrella that would 
organise the export/import pro- 
cess and coordinate efforts for 
opening new markets for nation- 
al products. 

“Jordanian producers and fac- 
tories should aim at presenting 
high quality products, should re- 
duce prices and build solid rela- 
tions with consumers to win their 
confidence with goods competi- 
tive on tbe international mar- 
kets,” Ibrahim Badran said at a 
meeting with representatives of 
the Business and Professional 
Women Qub in Jordan. 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, he said, is now concerned 
with promoting and backing 
small and medium size produc- 
tive projects and investments in 
these areas. 

Jordan has recently signed a 
protocol for the sale of $42 
million worth of products to the 
Soviet Union to help adjust the 
balance of payments and to open 
new markets in the Soviet Un- 


ion, Badran said. “The sale of 
the Jordani an goods will pay for 
Jordan's debts to the Soviet Un- 
ion," Badran added. 

Addressing the sesrion was 
tiie dub’s President {find Abdul 


Jaber, who outlined tbe club’s 
programmes to promote socio- 
economic activities and help 
Jor d a nians deal with the con- 
sequences of the c u r r e n t econo- 



child’s rights, education 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar 
on the rights of the child and 
children's education under 
Christian and Islamic faiths will 
open at Amman Philadelphia 
Hotel Thursday under the pat- 
ronage of IBs Royal Highness 
Crown Prince- Hassan. 

The three-day meetings, cal- 
led for jointly by Prince Hassan 
and Cardinal Frauds Arinze, 
president of tbe Pontifical Coun- 
cil for Interrefigioiis Dialogue at 
the Vatican, will be attended by 
a selected group of intellectuals, 
religious leaders and Jordanian, 
Arab and international persona- 
lities involved in interreligious 
affairs. 

A host of issues related to 
children’s rights will be debated 


by the partidpants who will also 
take part in a specialised seminar 
to deal with research and studies 
of social, humanitarian and edu- 
cational nature related to the 
children and in relation to princi- 
ples laid by Christianity and 
Islam. 

The Royal Academy for Isla- 
mic Civilisation Research (A1 
Al-Bait Foundation) is sponsor- 
ing the meetings as part of its 
series of Christian-Islanric dia- 
logues designed to promote 
Understanding among Christians 
and Muslims and to stimulate 
joint activities and a common 
stand in their, dealing with issues 
of tbe modern age, according to 
a foundation spokesman. 


Educational play to be performed in Irbid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 90-minute 
play entitled “lime Impress- 
ions” produced by Noor AI Hus- 
sein Foundation's Theatre in 
Education Programme in coop- 
eration with the Educational 
Ministry will be performed in 

Irbid Thursday, Dec. 13. 

■ 

The educational play, per- 
formed on Nov. 18 at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, under the pat- 
ronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, seeks to enhance belief in 


tbe continuity of the Arab perso- 
nality, m its ability to conquer 
challenges and in the necessity of 
Uniting Arab heritage to the pre- 
sent in order to build a -happy 
future. 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
launched the Theatre in Educa- 
tion project in 1987 to expand 
children s learning opportunities 
through the creative medium of 
drama, and to promote the 
dramatic arts throughout Jor- 


dan. 

The project combines clas- 
sroom and stage techniques with 
the natural play instinct of the 
young to promote self- 
awareness, confidence, learning 
ability and creative exp r e s sion. 

Teachers from private and 
public schools and community 
colleges are taught die base 
concepts of education through 
drama and . the techniques of 
children's plays and workshop 
production. 
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Hidden motives 
and wrong moves 





Economic Forum 


Bj Dr- AbdaDazMaDd 


The general budget: 
oversqueezing leads to breakage 


- - ■ rn^m' " V 


The 1991 budget speech and the draft budget itself provide a 
telling example of to what extent the Jordanian economy has been 
ravaged by the Gulf crisis. The crisis rocked the IMF-sponsored 
economic adjustment programme which was completing its first 
year and has prompted the drafting of a new one. In the process, 
the fiscal and external sector targets were missed. The minister of 
finance had to explain all that in a speech which consequently was 
one protracted statement of apology to the deputies, senators and 
the public. However, observers could significantly take note that 
the monetary targets were attained despite the crisis. The 
continuation of the crisis or withholding aid to Jordan should 
beam the right message to both Jordanians themselves of the 
austerity they should undertake and to the outside world of what 
ominous reactions to expect from a people squeezed to economic 
debacle. 

As a result of the crisis. Jordan's Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in 1990 is to dive by a bewildering 8.2 per cent which will 
aggravate ail existing economic problems and breed more of 
them. Domestic revenues are to nimble by 5.8 per cent, from JD 
746.1 million in 1990 to JD 702.5 million in 1991. With this sort of 
self-financing receding rather than expanding in an economy 
where the rate of inflation is running at more than S per cent the 
government will have to cut its spending on services and subsidies 
which have so much to do with the quality of life and living 


standards in a society with a sizable public sector. Besides, it will 
particularly entail curbing capital spending in 1991, whiChh3S 
always been the first victim of fiscal stringency. It is no surprise 
therefore that public capital expenditures fell from a target of JD 
245.1 million in 1990 to an actual figure of only JD 1883, that is 

by 23 per cent during that year. 

The 1991 budget envisages the spending of JD 230 million on 
capital formation, hopefully to help in propping up economic 
growth. But if the crisis drags on and the foreign aid tap is kept 
turned off bv our American “friends,” this figure will again have 
to be slashed and, again, it will give another twist to the vicious 
spiral of negative growth. The alternative is to switch to more 
external borrowing which is a cure much worse than the ailment. 
(But anyway who is the lender that will be ready to bail out an 
economy marred by the outlash of such a crisis)! 

The 1991 budget deficit runs at JD 216.7 million compared with 
an actual deficit of JD 95 million in 1990 and with JD 137.3 million 
in 1989. However, this deficit, termed pre-financing deficit, 
excludes JD 135.2 million which represent spending to be made in 
repayment of external and internal public debt. The exclusion was 
made on the basis of the notion that these repayments will be 
financed from fresh borrowings- In purely arithmetic terms, they 
do not figure out in the deficit as the funds necessary to effect 
them will be available. But in functional terms, they are part of 


m w 

the deficit because a deficit in the budget of any economic unit 
(firm, individual , household or government) is identical with its 
borrowings. In this sense, the u expanded” deficit of 1991 budget 
is around JD 352 million or 17 per cent of 1991 GDP. - 

Now this figure signifies the present economic dilemma. Sfect 
April 1989, Jordan has been making strenuous efforts to adjust its 
economy as to get round the major crisis which hit it during 1988. 
.The core of the adjustment programme is the wiping out of .the 
budget deficit. That was the main prescription of he IMF which 
has been so adamant in sticking to this core advice. On these 
lines, the 1990 budget envisaged a compressed “expanded” deficit 
of JD 274.8 million which shrank to an actual deficit of only JD 
1823 million. Now to have to adopt an enlarged deficit of JD 352 
in 1991 budget must be agonising to more than one party. 

The trouble is that the IMF is insisting on the no-deficu 
approach at a time when it has become so dear that public 
expenditures are not compressible any more. And it is not 
realistic to boost domestic revenues much further because more 
taxes will undermine production incentives, .fuel i nfl ation and 
possibly destabilise the society (unless this destabilisatioo is an 
objective in itself, given Jordan’s attitude towards the Golf crisis). 
Certainly, oversqueezing leads .to breakage. A broken economy 
can not be adjusted, even with the best “advice" of IMF. 



THERE is no more need to read U.S. President George 
Bush's lips to know that he intends to m ai n tai n a 
strong military presence in the Gulf whether or not the 
Gulf crisis is resolved. As events unfold it becomes 
increasingly clear that American troops were rushed to 
the Gulf not so much to rescue Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation, but to establish permanent American 
presence in the Gulf. In retrospect, the establishment 
of this U.S. military presence in the region was — and 
still is — an objective exceeding in importance and 
urgency the resolution of the Kuwaiti problem. U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker all but said so in a 
television interview on Sunday. What adds insult to 
injury is the appearance that Moscow is in cahoot with 
Washington over this U.S. objective and has winked 
approvingly at it in return for food and aid. Yet the 
long-term effects on the Arab states in the Gulf region 
as a consequence of continued U.S. military deploy- 
ment there must be analysed. Many of us view the 
militar y presence as a return to the days of colonialism 
and see Washington as undermining the survival of 
such Arab states at a time when the Americans pretend 
that their aim is to defend those Arabs from Iraqi 
aggression. Extended deployment of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf region would undermine Washington’s credibility 
not only in the Arab World but also world-wide. 
Having repeatedly emphasised that the troops win be 
withdrawn the minute the Kuwaiti situation is re- 
solved, the U.S. is now amending its policy on a critical 
aspect of the Golf crisis- This development will further 
complicate the quest for a peaceful settlement thus 
making a compromise formula less likely. One won- 
ders if that is not exactly what Bosh really wishes and 
seeks. After all, Kuwait’s oO is of marginal importance 
in comparison with the oO potential of Saudi Arabia 
and the rest of the Arab Gulf states. It is no longer 
far-fetched to imagine that the U.S. president would be 
w illin g to sacrifice Knwait in return for a permanent 
foothold in Saudi Arabia where oil reserves are the 
greatest. How else could one interpret Baker’s recent 
disclosures that American troops in Saudi Arabia are 
there to stay. 
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His Majesty King Hussein's address to the Royal Command and 
Staff Academy presented a full picture of the Arab situation as 
well as the machinery required for settling the various issues 
plaguing the Arab Wolrd, said A1 Ra’i daily. Any party keen on 
safeguarding the future of the Arab World can by no means 
object to the King's views which are designed to bring about 
peace not only to the Arabs but also to the whole world, the paper 
added. Acting from the concept that no selfish interests must gain 
priority over pan-Arab •verests. the King urged the Arab 
leaderships to seize the preset, opportunity and try to find 
solutions to the region's problems through dialogue, said the 
paper. The King's call for ar. Arab- Arab dialogue reflects his 
keenness to create the necessary elements required for reconcilia- 
tion which would be very beneficial to the achievement of the 
aspired settlement, the paper continued. It said that the Gulf 
crisis has proved beyond any doubt that the U.S. intervention was 
designed to maintain foreign powers' domination over the Arab 
wealth and Arab future so as to prevent the Arabs from achieving 
their aspired development and progress. Therefore, it said, it 
would be catastrophic for the Arabs to remain passive and 
indifferent to the development around them, or to allow 
themselves to remain disunited and in disarray, and watching 
their wealth looted bv others. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily believes that the current discussions of 
the U.N. Security Council over the question of giving the 
Palestinians protection against repression in accordance with the 
Geneva conventions are most likely to end up with no fruitful 
results. Abdul Rahim Omar noted that the United States has 
rendered all the previous resolutions fruitless, and aborted those 
attempts to condemn Israel's atrocities. It is indeed sad to sec the 
Security Council acting in this manner and unable to take a firm 
decision to provide protection to the Palestinians or to find means 
of settling the Arab- Israeli conflict after these long years and the 
numerous resolutions which were disregarded by the Jewish state, 
says the writer. Most probably, the council will come out with a 
resolution that would not only anger Israel or bring about 
dissatisfaction from Washington, but certainly cannot bring 
protection to the Palestinians, the writer predicts. While the 
council continues the debate. Israel's Prime Minister Yizhak 
Shamir is touring the United States, demanding more funds to 
finance the settlement of Soviet Jews in Israel and the occupied 
Arab territories, and calling on Washington to destroy the Iraqi 
military power that could threaten Israel. All this is going on 
while the world realises the facts about Israel: That it is occupying 
Palestinian land, that it is disregarding U.S. resolutions and that 
it is possessing a vast nuclear, chemical and biological arsenal 
threatening the neighbouring countries, the writer points out. He 
says that by refusing the idea of an international conference on 
the Middle East, the United States is openly helping Israel to 
achieve its goals. 


Is it all worth dying for? 


WITH U.S. TROOPS, Saudi 
Arabia — A growing number 
of American troops here are 
expressing reservations over 
U.S. involvement in what they 
see as an internal Arab con- 
flict. 

“This is not worth one 
American losing his life.” said 
Army Lt. Alexander Dumas, 
dispatched to Saudi Arabia 
from Fort Riley, Kansas. “If 
they (Iraqis) were threatening 
us. I'd be ready to lay down my 
life in a min ute — but this is 
different." 

During President Bush's 
Thanksgiving Day visit to 
Saudi Arabia, a truckload of 
soldiers drove past television 
cameras and reporters shout- 
ing, “we’re not supposed to be 
here! This isn’t our war! Why 
are we over here?" 

Some military axcanasders 
attribute these doubts to 
youthful impatience after a te- 
dious four-month wait in the 
Saudi Arabian desert, to the 
strains of spartan lifestyles 
halfway around the globe from 
their homes, and to mounting 
frustrations over Saudi restric- 
tions os their free time. 

These officers have discour- 
aged their troops from voicing 
their conce rns publicly. For 
example, a senior officer 
warned Ll Dumas that he 
could “get in trouble" for teD- 
ing his opinions to a re p o t ter. 

But the debate continues 
nightly among troops in army 
tanks on the fron lines, sailors 
plying the Red Sea and milit- 
ary truck drivers in rear sup- 
port bases. 

Some troops say it is the 
waiting, and the political inde- 
cision. that have most fres- 


By Molly Moore 



‘During President Bush's Thanksgiving Day visit to Saadi Arabia, a truckload of soldiers drove past television cameras and reporters 
shouting, “we're not supposed to be here! This isn't our war! Why are we over here?"’ Photo shows members of the Fifth Marine 
division (observe a moment of prayer before Thanksgiving dinner. 


“I’m sick of being scared to 
death, of waiting to see if I'm 
going to make it home or 
not," said petty officer Eric 
Miller, an electronic warfare 
specialist on the guided mtsdie 
destroyer USS Sampson in tire 
Red Sea. “I want to get it over 
with and find out if I'm going 
to survive or not." 

Despite their increasing frus- 
trations, the American troops 
who are beginning openly to 
question U.S. involvement in 
the Middle East crisis sav their 


personal opinions will not 
affect their performance if 
military commanders order 
them into war against Iraq. 

“I sit here thinking about my 
three kids back home and ask 
myself, 'is this worth dying 
for?”' said a senior Marine 
non-commissioned officer. 
“And my answer is *no.’ But 
I'm a Marine, and this is what 
I'm paid to do." 

While some troops who were 
interviewed “believe what we 
are doing is right" — in the 
words of Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Jose Velez of Puerto Rico — 
others said they are becoming 
impatient with the current 
standoff and a mission they 


■ 

feel has not been dearly articu- 
lated by political leaders. They 
said they follow U.S. public 
opinion polls, fearful of the 
p ro s p ect of facing war without 
the support of the American 
people. 

Shortly after troops began 
arriving in Saudi Arabia, the 
military’s psychological opera- 
tion teams, whose mission is 
usually directing propaganda 
against enemy forces, printed 
small cards entitled “Why we 
are here." which were distri- 
buted to every U.S. military 
man and woman serving in the 
region. 

On the front side, under a 
small American flag, are 


quotes from President Bush 
explaining the U.S. role in 
Saudi Arabia, including the 
warning. “If history teaches us 
anything, it is that we must 
resist aggression, or it will des- 
troy our freedoms." On the 
back is a list of tips on be- 
haviour, including a warning to 
“respect the cultural differ- 
ences of your Saudi hosts" and 
“do not show any interest in 
Arab women.” 

Last Sunday, U.S. military 
authorities ordered troops 
throughout the Gulf region on 
heightened alert after missile 
activity in Iraq was detected. 
Reports that the activity was 
an internal weapons test and 


not an actual threat were met 
with more groans o'f dis- 
appointment than sighs of re- 
lief among Sgt. Jeffrey Hop- 
kins and other crew members 
of a weapons maintenance 
team from Langley Air Force 
Base, near Hampton, Va. 

“We thought we were at 
war," said Hopkins, whose 
team maintains missil es and 
other weaponry for the F-15 
fighter planes flying combat air 
patrol over the Arabian Penin- 
sula. “I could see this situation 
being over and see myself right 
there in front of the Christmas 
tree back home in Virginia." 

Commanders, concerned 
that some of their troops were 


growing complacent saSd the 
alert was a useful reminder to 
their forces that they remain in 
the midst of a volatile situa- 
tion, “We came here to do 
'battle,- not play around,” said 
■■■' Air Force Capt. Renea Toliv- 
er, whose Langley-based 
ammunition tMrn was one of 
the first units dispatched to 
Sandi Arabia. "But since Au- 
gust, the mental aspects have 
relaxed." 

Some U.S. military com- 
manders say they are becoming 
concerned that the impatience 
of their troops over the milit- 
ary mission, combined with 
simmering resentment over 
strict limitations on their activi- 
ties in dus Islamic kingdom, 
could eventually result in se- 
rious problems. 

Because of these-c o nccrns, 
military authorities have 
attempted to limit contact be- 
tween troops and local Saudis, 
although: some troops can be 
}r - seen in the shops hnd 1 bn the 
r. streets o'f Saudi 1 - toWns and 
’•ftdties, -U?S:’ authorities are 
quick to note that no major 
incidents have been reported 
thus far involving conflicts be- 
tween U.S. troops and Saudis. 

But some of the almost 
200,000 military men and 
women now in Saudi Arabia 
are growing more intolerant of 
the many limitations imposed 
by the strict religious customs 
of Islam. 

Bowing to “host nation sen- 
sitivities,” the military does 
not allow troops to consume 
.liquor, has banned religion 
Christmas displays in areas 
where Saudis might see them, 
has allowed U.S. military maB 
to be subjected to Sandi cen- 
sorship regulations and has not 
allowed entertainment shows 
that have been traditional 
morale boosters for American 
troops in past wars. 

“The military has rolled over 
too much on too manythings," 
said a senior military official. 
“It should not ask — it shook! 
tell the Saudis we are going to 
have some strictly controlled 
recreation areas where we are 
going to serve beer, have 
shows and let these kids un- 
wind.” — The Washington 
Post. 


Mistrust hovers over proposed U.S. -Iraq dialogue 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Tbe Un- 
ited States is telling Iraq i: will 
not be dragged into protracted 
talks when top-fevei contact 
begin this month, leaving 
Baghdad with a choice of offer- 
ing a major concession or fac- 
ing war. analysts said. 

The State Department said 
Iraq and the United States 
were still haggling over tbe 
dates of visits by Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz to 
Washington and Secretary of 
State James Baker to Bagh- 
dad. 

Iraq wanes the Baker meeting 
close to Jan. 15. tbe deadline 
date after which the United 
Nations has authorised the use 
force to liberate Kuwait if Iraqi 
troops are not out by then. 

But Baker said in a televi- 
sion interview on Sunday he 
would not be drawn into such a 
scheduling trap for his trip to 
Baghdad, which risked making 
tbe U.N. deadline meaning- 
less. 

“We will not be a party to 
circumventing the Jan. 15 


‘The only further concession Saddam 
could make to c hang e Washington’s war 
posture short of total withdrawal from 
Kuwait would be to announce and begin 
implementing a partial withdrawal, said 
former senior U.S. National Security 
Council official William Quandt.’ 


drawal, the U.S. military op- 
tion becomes very difficult." 

Some reports have suggested 
Iraq might try to finesse the 
with drawal-or- war threat by 
leaving all of Kuwait except- 
anflU but strategic bits of land 
at its edges — an oil field and 
two islands commanding access 
to tbe Gulf. 

Is Saddam likely to offer 
such a concession? ft would be 
the logical step, but Iraq has 
paid scant respect to Western 


Policy Research Institute and 
an expert on Iraq. ‘‘But my 
instinct is to say that he won't. 
He might make umaii conces- 
sions on the margins but not 
more. 

“I have the feeling he will 
not capitulate. He has a sense 
of his own personal destiny and 
a tyrant's disdain for the Un- 
ited States.” 

But other analysts and diplo- 
mats did not share that view. 

“The Iraqis will try to indi- 


deadline... and we will not be a 
party to playing games that 

back up right up to that dead- 
line," he said. 

President George Bush sug- 
gested the Baker and Aziz 
mission in an effort to “go the 
last mile for peace" and ensure 
that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein understands the threat 
of it is deadly earnest. 

Assessing the stand-off on 
this issue, analysts said Bagh- 
dad was likely to give way over 
the date rather than risk not 
bolding the talks at all. Sad- 
dam's promised release of all 
foreign hostages clearly 
showed he was interested in 



avoiding war if possible, they 
said. 

But the only further conces- 
sion Saddam could make to 
change Washington's posture 
short of total withdrawal from 
Kuwait would be to announce 
and begin impl e m en ting a par- 
tial withdrawal, said former 
senior U.S. National Security 
Council official William 
Quandt. 

■ 

“If Baker faih to find any 
give in the Iraqi position, then 
well have a war and soon,” 
said Quandt, now an analyst at 
the Brookings Institution. 
“But if there is a partial with* 


‘The Iraqis will try to indicate flexibility, 

keeping the door open to further Hfaq i,. 
sions, perhaps by announcing a par tial 
withdrawal,” said Mflrvin Fenerwerger of 
the Washington Institute for Near East 


Studies. 


expectations so far. 

“It makes sense for Iraq to 
remove its troops," said Daniel 
Pipes, director of the Foreign 


cate flexibility, keeping the 
door open to further djsais- 
aons, perhaps by announcing 
a partial withdrawal,’* said 


Marvin,- Feuerwerger of. d*] 
Washington Institute for Nca 
East Studies. 

According to former Ui- 
Assistant Secretary of Stik 
Richard Murphy, Bush’s po“ 
soual prestige was tied f° 
closely to achieving a 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kit** 
it would be hard to acap 

anything less. i- 

“I don’t see any rooioifr 
movement os our side and * 
there is none on Sadda* 8 } 
side, that’s' a recipe far 
said Mniphy, who is with 
council on foreign relatifBB- J 

Murphy said the 
States was in a strong posiWH 
It could answer a partial ftfrl 
withdrawal by reverting' W 4 
strategy primarily relying fa 
sections to achieve the 
■tier of its goals. 

Baker and other sdjji 
administration officials 
fled to Congress last wcekffil 
sanctions, though .they *r\ 
damaging the Iraqi eco® 0 *®^ 
could not alone be reBed® 5 
force Iraq to leave 

But in the context of * rj 
tial withdrawal, the s taW 

might again become- vr# 5. 
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Benjedid 

(Continued front page 1) 

Iraqi Information Minister 
Latif Jassem also stressed Mon- 
day that Iraq would not with- 
draw from Kuwait. 

Algerian diplomats quoted in 
reports from Algiers said Ben- 
jedi’d (fid not have any specific 
initiative to push for an Arab 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 
"There is no Algerian plan, no 
Algerian initiative.” an unidenti- 
fied Algerian diplomat was 
quoted as saying by Reuters. 
“The president felt the moment 
had come to go to the region to 
discuss directly with leaders 
there to advance the dynamics of 


The Arab diplomat quoted by 
the AP said BenjedkTs efforts 
might lead to a broader meeting 
later among the leaders of Jor- 
dan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, Yemen and Algeria. 

Jordanian Information Minis- 
ter Ibrahim Izzed<fin said talks at 
this stage would be on a “bilater- 
al or trilateral basts” before a 
decision could be made on a 
full-scale Arab summit. 

He said Jordan considered the 
Algerian effort as extremely im- 
portant “because it comes after 
months of escalation towards a 
military confrontation in the 
Gulf.” 

“Now things are moving in the 
opposite direction,” the rninUpfr 
told reporters at the airport. 
“Algeria has very good experi- 
ence in solving problems in the 
region. It has been instrumental 
in many other initiatives and it 
succeeded in many ways,” he 
said. “It has also kept channels 
of communication open with all 
parties.” 

Voicing optimism that the en- 
deavours would bear fruit, the 
winkter added that it was prem- 
ature to judge the outcome of 
the talks. “Jordan hopes that the 
talks would produce results as 
'explicitly expressed in His 
Majesty King Hussein’s speech 
(made on Sunday at the Staff 
College),” the minister said. 
“Jordanian diplomacy would 
focus on the points outlined in 
His Majesty’s address.” 

In his speech, the King said 
the time was most opportune for 
addressing the problems of the 
Middle East, including the Gulf 
crisis and the Palestinian ques- 
tion. These problems, the King 
said, were interrelated. He cal- 
led for an. international confer- 
ence on the Palestinian probjiSu^. . 
and also urged Arab countrie^o^ r 
launch an imeryArab dialogue— 
aimed at healing the rift rauled 
by the Gulf crisis. 

According to Izzeddm, the 
Gulf crisis “has been interna- 
tionalised but basically it’s an 
Arab problem.” 

Benjedid, current president of 
the Arab Maghreb Union which 
also includes Morocco, Tunisia, 
Libya and Mauritania, consulted 
the leaders of all four countries 
before beading for Jordan. 

Bejedid travels to Baghdad 
Wednesday morning and wQI 
also visit Saudi Arabia, Iran and 
possibly Oman and Syria. 

Algerian officials said he 
hoped to buQd on peace pros- 
pects brightened by Iraq’s re- 
lease of foreigners mid plans for 
talks between Iraq and the Un- 
ited States. 

Iraq faces a Jan. 15 deadline 
from the U.N. Security Council 
to withdraw from Kuwait or face 
attack by U.S.-led forces mas- 
sed in the Gulf. 

Algeria has a long history of 
well-timed mediation in Middle 
East conflicts and was- in- 


strumental in arranging the re- 
lease of U.S. hostages held by 
Iran after the 1979 r e v ol uti on. 

It has m ai n tamed good tics 
with all parties to the Gulf con- 
flict, condemning both Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait and the deploy- 
ment of foreign troops in the 
region. 

Algeria also opposes die inclu- 
sion of food in an international 
trade embargo against Iraq and 
supports Baghdad's demand for 
linkage between the Gulf and 
Palestinian crisis. 

“We are going to say what we 
think. International legitimacy 
must be respected. And we be- 
lieve there is a fink between the 
Gulf crisis and the Palestinian 
issue.” said an Algerian diplo- 
mat quoted by Reuters. 

“War would be a veritable 
catastrophe for the Arabs. We 
must at afl costs avoid this catas- 
trophe.” 

Gulf force 


I) 

back ns up to that deadline.” 

He proposed going to Bagh- 
dad to see President Saddam 
Hussein either Dec. 20, 21 or 22 
or on Jan. 3. 

At Baker’s Houston meeting 
with Shevardnadze, a senior 
Soviet official said, “the foreign 
m i ni s t e r reiterated his support, 
his understanding of that sche- 
dule.” 

The Soviets do Dot plan to 
send an enfissaxy to 
“for the time being,” the Soviet 
official said. The top Soviet ex- 
pert on the Guff, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, has made two previous 
trips to the Iraqi capital for talks 
with Saddam. 

This official spoke to reporters 
after the BakeT- Shevardnadze 
meeting on condition that be not 
be identified. A U.S. official 
also briefed reporters on the 
same condition. 

The U.S. official said the Iraqi 
government had not responded 
to Baker’s rejection of the Jan. 
12 proposal, though Iraq’s 
ambassador has said there 
should be no problem in arrang- 
ing a suitable date for Baker to 
visit Baghdad; 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz blamed Washington for 
“malting a fuss... a problem” 
about when the two sides should 
meet for talks. 

En an interview with Cable 
News Network in Baghdad, Aziz 
said dates had not been set for 
his meeting with Bush or Baker’s 
meeting with Saddam “because 
in Washington they, are making a 
fuss about it 2 ‘i^oblem.”' ; f ' 
_ “It is not fot^Epfeause of) us,” 
Aziz said. 

“What we are saying now is 
that let them say which time is 
convenient for the president to 
receive me in Washington, and 
we will say what time is conve- 
nient for our president to receive 
Mr. Baker in Baghdad and that’s 
fair.” 

Aziz called the U.N. resolu- 
tion authorising the use of force 
against Iraq as “unjust.” 

"We do not recognise the 

January 15th simply, we do 

not recognise it,” he said. 

He said his country’s decision 
to release all Westerners was 
viewed by the world “as a step 
towards easing the tension and 
creating a better atmosphere.” 

“But the amazing thing is the 
reaction of the officials of the 
administration in Washington... 
one of them is what the presi- 
dent said — that that will make it 
easier for him if he decides to go 
to war,” said Aziz. 

In other Gul developments: 

— A British arms expert dBs- 
American warnings ab- 


out Iraq’s nuclear capability as 
propaganda, saying Baghdad 
was at least five years away from 
having nuclear bombs. 

Former nuclear physicist 
Frank Barnaby said Iraq had 
12.5 kilos Of enriched uranium 
— ■ one of the raw materials for 
nuclear bombs — but would 
need five to 10 yean to produce 
proper nuclear devices. 

“The stories released recently 
are more propaganda than tech- 
nical reality,” be said, referring 
to U.S. government claims, at a 
meeting of the Research Insti- 
tute for the Study Of Conflict and 
Terrorism. 

— Iraq has a chance to leave 
Kuwait peacefully and should 
take it, British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hard said. 

Hurd tdd parliament the Jan. 
15 deadline set by the Security 
Council as “not a call to arms or 
a timetable for military action.” 
“It is a pause of good will... 
an idea of the Soviet govern- 
ment, an opportunity for Sad- 
dam Hussein to leave peacefully, 
an opportuity we hope he wil 
take,” Hurd said. 

— Chinese President Yang 
Sbangkun said every effort 
should be made to find a peace- 
ful solution to the Gulf crisis “so 
long as there is even a shred of 
hope” 

Nablus 

(Continued from page 1) 

residents remained under a cur- 
few imposed after the fatal ex- 
plosion Sunday night. 

Most of the town was aUn 
declared a dosed military area, 
barring outriders from entering 
and malting it impossible to 
check the extent of new barri- 


\jd Monday, the army began 
posting snipers to shoot Palesti- 
nian stone throwers. At least 
four Palestinians were shot and 
wounded in ambushes as they 
hurled rocks at four intersections 
in the West Bank, the army said. 

An army statement said the 
shootings were pan of an “in- 
creased special action against 
stone-throwing on civilian and 
army vehides.” 

In a new campaign against the 
* Palestinian uprising, the army 
said Tuesday it is pressing for 
tougher sentences' for Palesti- 
nian st onech rowers who in the 
past have been jailed from six 
months to 10 years. 


PLO 


(Continued from page 1) 


* Arab-Israeli contact is ..the 
: -mother of all dbonfticts in “the 
Middle East... if thftf Palestinian 
question is not solved, there will 
not be solutions for any other 
conflict in the zone,” be said. 

Kaddoumi accused the United 
States of trying to act like an 
“international policeman” and 
threatening some members of 
the U.N. Security Council while 
offering money to others to 
achieve its objectives. 

U.N. vote 

(Continued from page 1) 

The main focus of the draft is 
on steps to ensure protection for 
the Palestinians living in the 
occupied territories. 

It would welcome the idea of a 
meeting of the 164 signatories of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention 

It would also request 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to monitor the situa- 
tion in the territories, using 
U.N. personnel already sta- 
tioned there and appointing any 
necessary U.N. staff. 
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Jordanian industry studies ways 
to take charge into free market policy 


By Nor Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Chamber of Industry, in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis, prop- 
osed several ideas aimed ai 
activating the Kingdom's eco- 
nomy and reshaping local in- 
dustry by adopting a free mar- 
ket economy policy. Special 
emphasis was placed on Aqaba 
Port and the need to initiate its 
transition into a free zone for 
the Middle East region. 

A leading advisor to the 
chamber has called for im- 
mediate action to confront the 
needs of the industry sector in 
Jordan in a manner which 
would address the long-term as 
well as the short-term objec- 
tives of the country. He also 
stressed the need to ensure 
Jordan's healthy survival of the 
economic deterioration in the 
country rince-Jordan applied a 
tr3de embargo on Iraq in com- 
pliance with United Nations 
resolutions in that regard. 

Although financial com- 
pensation has been promised 
to Jordan, the amounts re- 
ceived so far are not sufficient 
to cover the Kingdom's ex- 
penses and maintain the quali- 
ty of life, Ali Dajani told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 
“The help we are getting is 
coming in drips and not flow- 
ing in a manner that will really 
support the economy.” 

Dajani sees that the King- 
dom is maintaining a slants 
quo but one which could also 
flip either way. “It is time for 
us to stop analysing bow Jor- 


dan has suffered and push all 
sorts of ideas that could enable 
self-sufficiency,” Dajani said. 
He added that positive signs 
were already showing with the 
loosening of ship harassment 
that caused many industries to 
loose large supplies of im- 
ported raw materials and fore- 
ign currency causing the dose 
down of some industries. 
“There are more goods flowing 
through the port of Aqaba now 
than there were in las: month 
for example.” 

Specialists at the Chamber 
of Industry agree with Dajani 
saying that with the resump- 
tion of the shipping, manufac- 
turers will be 3ble to continue 
production at least to cover the 
requirements of the local mar- 
kets. 

“There are many tilings that 
should be though: of row." 
Dajani pointed out. “Tilings 
that should be done rich: now 
and things that should be 
thought of in the long-term." 
He explained that the consequ- 
ences of delaying proper action 
to boost the’ industry- and the 
national economy would lead 
to a “stagnation” of effons. 
“Not exploiting or using our 
capabilities would lead to more 
unemployment, a slide in the 
living standards as well as in- 
creased dependency to other 
countries.” 

Dajani believes that even if 
Jordan could never be an in- 
dustrial countrv itself, Jordan 
has the potential to become the 
centre of this region in terais of 
services, training and small 
scale industrial activities. 


Dajani also believes that 
time should be taken to look at 
the errors of the past and 
improve on them. He is play- 
ing around with some recom- 
mendations that have brought 
positive reactions from the 
Chamber of Industry. “If the 
threat of war recedes, we have 
to think about reshaping the 
economy and adapting ii to the 
free market economy in a 
stronger thrust," Dajani told 
the Jordan Times. The transi- 
tory stage is the perfect time in 
which to rearrange priorities 
and consider future steps, he 
added. 


Aqaba into a free zone will 
also benefit the industries, Da- 
jani believes that a sure way to 
help Jordanian industries is to 
implement a programme to en- 
courage the establishment of 
small and medium industries. 
This would combat unemploy- 
ment and reduce the rate of 
imports as well as increase 
local production, “I think we 
should compile at least 100 
different types of small indus- 
tries, prepare project files and 
launch a lease industry as a 
package.” 

Industrialist reacted posi- 
tively to the idea saying that 


"Dajani believes that time should be taken 
to look at the errors of the past and 
improve on them. “If the threat of war 
recedes, we have to think about reshaping 
the economy and adapting it to the free 
market economy in a stronger thrust." ’ 


One of the seemingly neces- 
sary options i* to turn Aqaba 
Port into a free zone and a free 
market. “We should prepare 
all the necessary legislative and 
administrative measures to 
achieve this objective, as 
Aqaba could be turned into a 
central market in the region 
serving inter-regional activi- 
ties." The long- and short-term 
benefits are many, such as ser- 
vices, transit freight, occupan- 
cy, transport, employment and 
international trade, as well as 
demand for storage and 
offices. 

While the idea of turning 


small industries can be estab- 
lished throughout the country 
since it does not require large 
capital. “Many materials that 
are imported can easily be 
made here,” Dajani said. He 
added that bridges could also 
be created between the sectors 
of the economy and the sub- 
sectors of the industry. 

Another idea that was put 
forward that could help Jordan 
pull out from its difficulty is 
known as import management. 
“When we make a survey of 
the requirements of the eco- 
nomy and agriculture and col- 


lect the materials suitable for 
import as well as try to bring in 
such materials, in bulk, in 
cooperation with the manufac- j 
turer,” according to Dajani. 

He explained that the idea of 
this system is to replace the 
individual and fragmemory im- 
port of such materials which 
cause fluctuation in the size of 
Jordan's output. In other 
words, instead of each factory- 
importing raw materials 
according to their own needs, 
“we should import in bulk for a j 
certain period of time to serve 
every factory," Dajani said. 

Asked about whether these 
recommendations are realistic, 
he explained many experts see 
it as a credible solution to 
Jordan's economic setback. 
“However, with our education 
expanding and vocational j 
training we should be able to 
do more." they said, citing an j 
example; the clothes industry ' 
for instance does not have 
other centres to complement 
it. “If there were teaching cen- j 
rres to learn the practical and 
theorectical work employees 
could go into the factory know- 
ing what they are doing and 
nor learning through experi- 
ence." Dajani asserted. 

Many experts believe that 
now is the right time to pursue 
and create such institutions 
which could serve as a regional 
example, turning the economy 
into a self sustaining one. One 
specialist who preferred 
anonymity suggested that “the 
Jordanian people are waiting 
for miracles to happen,” and j 
not pushing for improvement. 


Little mosque raises big questions in Hindu India 


By Rath Pftchford 
Reuter 

LUCKNOW, India — A little 
mosque filled with Hindu images 
has raised a big question in the 
hearts of many Indians. 

Did the country’s founding 
fathers go too far 43 years ago 
when they committed indepen- 
dent India to secularism? 

“I think we’re passing through 
a very? very critical period ,” said 
pb^flMphy lectufgr Roop Rekba 
Verma. “Nothing is being dis- 
cussed but this.” 

Verma has made herself un- 
popular in Lucknow, capital of 
north India’s Uttar Pradesh 
State, by championing secular- 
ism at a time when Hindu mili- 
tants are winning widespread 
sympathy for their campaign to 
replace the mosque in the near- 
by sacred city of Ayodhya with a 
temple. 

In the past 13 months, more 
than 2,300 people have died 
across India in Hindu-Muslim 
riots fuelled by the campaign. 

More than 100 million of Indi- 
a’s 850 million people are Mus- 
lims, whose families stayed when 
Pakistan was carved out of the 
British Raj on independence in 
1947 as an Islamic state. 

Up to 500,000 people died at 
partition, many of them refugees 
slaughtered in tr ains beading for 
the new frontier. 

Last week witnesses said a 
Hindu crowd stopped a 
Lucknow-Delhi Crain and killed 
four passengers, identified by 


their Muslim names on the seat 
reservation lists posted outside. 

It was a rare departure for 
independent India, where 
Hindu-Muslim violence is usual- 
ly fairly spontaneous, sparked by 
local rivalries over politics, land, 
money or sex. 

The temple campaign is 
spearheaded by the VUhwa Hin- 
du Parishad (VHP), the world 
Hindu organisation. It says the 
Ayodhya Mosque, already taken 
over for Hindu worship, was 
built by Muslim invaders on the 
birthplace opf a Hindu deity. 
Lord Rama. 

Some Indians say the VHP 
view of history has been nur- 
tured by even more militant 
groups. The secularists say these 
groups teach history, too. Parti- 
tion becomes a tale of Muslim 
treachery and Lord Rama, a 
god-king, becomes a once and 
fiiture vehicle of Hindu national 
glory. 

The ground is fertile. Uneven 
development has brought econo- 
mic frustration and left 60 per 
cent of Indians illiterate. 

Verma blames both Hindu 
and Muslim leaders, saying 
ignorance and intolerance earn 
them “above all, power over 
minds.” 

Last month the government of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh fell be- 
cause he fought the Hindu mili- 
tants. Without secularism, he 
said “the temple of mother India 
will be reduced to ashes.” 

Many educated Indians dis- 


agree. 

“We should have this temple. 
The Muslims have had things 
their way for too long,” said a 
Bombay architect during a train 
journey in what is becoming an 
increasingly typical comment. 

Hindus like retired civil ser- 
vant Dharm Singh Rawar say 
these are the growing pains of a 
young democracy in an old civi- 
lisation colonised for 700 years, 
first by Muslims, then by Bri- 
tain. -■ 

Rawat, famous in Lucknow 
for his one-man-crusade against 
corruption and Hindu bias in the 
bureaucracy, now teaches litera- 
cy. He said only a vocal urban 
minority backed the militants. 

A senior civil servant agreed, 
noting the VHP could only sum- 
mon 500,000 people to Ayodhya 
at the height of the campaign. 
“In the same of religion, you can 
get a million people spon- 
taneously, even in small places 
in India,” he said. 

“I might have accepted the 
argument that people had be- 
come fundamentalist or anti- 
Muslim if 500,000 had turned 
up.” 

But both he and Rawat said 
the assertion of Hindu rights was 
now a daily debate for urban 
Indians. 

Hinduism proclaims religious 
tolerance, embracing the 
Prophet Mohammad and Jesus 
Christ among many incarnations 
of an overall divinity. 

But in Ayodhya, a VHP 



Indian riot police keep dose control over more than 2,000 Hindu 
ftinHammulkte who rolled through the streets of New Delhi lately 
willing for the building of a Hindu temple in Ayodhya after tearing 
down an ancient mosque. 

volunteer yelled to passing jour- we will run to the temple singing 
□alists: “butcher a Muslim and ’hail lord Rama.”’ 


- A V. i’ x; 


- z? Jr. 







THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Am FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 


CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAftASONS 

@04676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 







i 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 8 

packing, shipping, I 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 





STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gez:- 

* JUMBO photo 


tm en/arg«- 

■aat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisaoi - Opp. Gtindlays 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent aneff 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots cf land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


1 


Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO REtfT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 


Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 

perfumesjighters, 

watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 

crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 


v % 


- The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st. Circle, Jabal Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00*3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

ToLiJMU 



/ CHBTS \ 

f CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 

Estate, near Kilo 

Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 






*n/t 


tart tan/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

DiiimURAflfT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

lake away service 

' available 

Opan Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30 -If, 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd dicta 


Te!;6595T9 653520 




1 v qj J *^*2 

Tht* Regency Pabcetk^ rmm{ 

LOBBY LOUNGE 

SABIL 

bajdcy piano 

ENTERTAINMENT 


n 




* 



The First Class Hotel in 

Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room_! 


iiAimi 







Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 


Jordan Ttmes^ 





Businessmen 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 



NW 











JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER-- 


German clubs have uphill 
task in UEFA Cup 3rd round 


LONDON (R) — Lother Matth- 
aeus and Rudi Voeller go into 
their UEFA Cup third round 
soccer lies Wednesday with 
rather more confidence than of 
their fellow Germans. 

Matthaeus's Internationale 
Milan, who take a 3-0 fine leg 
lead to Partizan Belgrade of 
Yugoslavia, are in great form 
after going top in Italy Sunday 
with a 5-1 win at Cesena. 

Voeller’s Roma will be well 
rested after rain forced the post- 
ponement of their league tie at 
the weekend but the Italians 
have little to fear after their first 
leg against Bordeaux. 

They won that 5-0 with a 
hat-trick from Voeller. 

Sul the three German clubs in 
action have an uphill task after 
first leg ties in which only one of 
them managed to score a goal — 
and that was put in accidentally 
by an Italian. 

Their best of a quarter-final 
piace looks like Borussia Dort- 
mund. who are at home after 
losing the first leg in Belgium 1-0 
to 1990 Cup Winners' Cup final- 
ists Anderlecht. 

“Dortmund have to attack. 


They have to make up for the 
one goal deficit,'' said Ander- 
lecht’s Dutch international de- 
fender Graeme Rutjes, who is 
not folly fit but who will play. 

Cologne, the 1986 UEFA Cup 
finalists, must score in Italy 
against Atalanta after drawing 
their home leg 1-1. 

■ 

Atalanta. whose players 
scored both goals in that match, 
have Argentine World Cup 
striker Claudio Caniggia, who 
broke his arm in a UEFA match 
two months ago, back in action. 

But they will be without Swed- 
ish captain Glenn Stromberg. 
who is suspended after receiving 
two yellow cards. 

Inter, who beat Partizan on 
the way to winning the 1964 
European Cup, will probabiy be 
without Italy defender Riccardo 
Ferri. who has a pulled knee 
ligament, and German World 
Cup defender Andreas Brehme 
who is also injured. 

Giuseppe Baresi. older 
brother of AC Milan's better- 
known captain Franco, is ex- 
pected to stand in for Ferri. 

Bayer Leverkusen, the 1988 
UEFA champions, needed at 


Irish horse racing 
suffers seesaw season 


DUBLIN ( R) — British challen- 
gers plundered every Irish classic 
horse race in 1990 but. amid all 
the doom and gloom. Irish raid- 
ers carried off three of the rich- 
est prizes in the United States. 

In a year when the interna- 
tional breeding industry was hit 
hard by the Gulf crisis.- a. small- 
time woman breaker in the 
depths of the Irish countryside 
produced two 1990 champions 
— Sa'sabil and Snurge. 

iinr. Solger history as Ireland's 
most successful trainer, defeat- 
ing J.J. Parkinson’s record of 
154 winners that had stood since 
1923, and Lester Piggot when 54 
sbowed that he and tipperary 
wizard Vicent O'brien still have 
the magic touch. 

But perhaps most importantly 
of all for the future of an indus- 
try that could be hit by the chill 
winds of recession, the govern- 
ment gave almost 10 million 
punts f SI 7 million) in aid to 
horse racing, the great Irish 
sporting passion. 

The Irish could again hold 
their heads up high after troop- 
ing en masse to the Cheltenham 
Jumping Festival where they bet 
as if there is no tomorrow. 

They were rewarded with two 
big race winners after a 1989 
whitewash. 

Racing journalist Raymond 
Smith, reflecting on a gloomy 
classic vear when the home team 

m 

were defeated five times over, 
commented realistically: “We 
will resist the invaders when we 
have the horses to do so. No use 
then in wasting time crying aloud 
about what could and should be 
done." 

But his racing annual review 
of a season does highlight an 
unusual hat-trick that gave Irish 
breeders a big boost — Grabel 
wen the rich Kentucky duelling 
grounds hurdle. Go And Go 
landed the Belmont Stakes Clas- 
sic and Royal Academy captured 
the Breeders’ Cup Mile. 

It wui. the last victory that had 
commentators reaching for their 
superlatives. 

Piggott. fresh out of retire- 
ment and riding like a demon 
possessed, got up by a neck to 
win one of the richest prizes of 


the year in international racing. 

It was his sixth win in six rides 
for O'Brien, recalling their glory 
days of the 1960s and 1970s with 
such stars as Sir Ivor, Nijinsky, 
and Alleged. Dreams could 
come true again in 1991 if the 
partnership is renewed. 

Michael Kinane may have re- 
linquished his jockey's title to 
Christy Roche but relished his 
new nickname - as “Mr. big race" 
with wins in the English 2.000 
Guineas, the Belmont Stakes, 
the King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Stakes and 
the Cartier Million. 

Yearling prices nosedived at 
the flagship sales in Ireland but 
at least Mis. Pat. O’Keliy at 
Ki learn Stud survived the car- 
nage with the English St Leger 
victories of Smurge and the tri- 
ple classic triumphs of brilliant 
filly Salsa bil. 

Irish stallion Sadler's Wells, 
responsible in successive seasons 
of Derby -winners Old Vic and 
Salsabil, could now emerge as 
one of the most influential sires 
in the world after the demise of 
his own inimitable father. North- 
ern Dancer. 


Honolulu 
places 1st 
World 
Cup bid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hon- 
olulu became the first city to 
formally bid for games during 
the 1991 World Cup when it sent 
the organising committee a 
$60,000 check along with an 
appliation for three first-round 
matches. 

The bid asked for three first- 
round games for Aloha Stadium, 
which seats 50.000 for football. 
It also asks to be awarded the 
Wrold Cup qualifying draw, set 
for December 1991. 

A total of 32 cities have ex- 
pressed interest in playing host 
to the World Cup’s 52* matches 
and as many as 12 will be 
selected. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 

‘ Tv.u-e Vd£a Stv<:k Ire 


A ROYAL SACRIFICE 


Norih-Scuth vulnerable. South 


desi: 


NORTH 
*32 
7 7 5 

Q 8 7 6 5 
f 9543 

EAST 


WEST EAST 

* K * 7 

■ A Q * 2 7 J 10 < J 

.943 ' K J 10 2 

* Q 10 6 4J872 

SOL'TH 

OAQJIQ965 
7 K 7 4 
: A 
* A K 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of -. 

An avoidance play at bridge is 
much like the punt :n football, is 
the lane?, you turn over the ball to 
the er.cn: y in what you hope *ili be 
good field position for your team. 
2c the forme-, you try to surrender a 
trick to the player who can’t hurt 
you. 

North-South conducted a sound, 
aid- fashioned auction. Since as lit- 
tle a:, the jack of hearts in partner's 
hand, or a lucky opening lead, could 
be enough for 10 tricks. South did 


not foe! around wi;h his rebid. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
hand and counted nine tricks. The 
ful fusing trick could come from ei- 
ther a hear: ruff in dummy or a 
successful trump finesse, if the op- 
ponents *ere forced to Ipad the suit. 
To prevent the ruff, that's what they 
bad to do. jo a: trick two declarer 
exited w::Ji a low fceart. East won 
and shifted to a trump. 

Declarer tried the finesse (going 
up with the- ace would have been no 
better). West won and returned a 
trump, and eventually South had to 
surrender t*o more heart tricks— 
dc*n one. 

Better is to lead the king of hearts 
a: trick ’.wo. in the hope of forcing 
West to win. If that player does so. 
ar.d has only a doubleton trump, the 
defenders cannot lead spades with- 
out sacrificing their trump trick. As 
the cards lie. though. West can win 
and exit safely with a trump. But 
when declarer wins and leads anoth- 
er heart, the defenders are caught in 
an untenable position. If East is al- 
lowed to win the trick, declarer will 
get to ruff a heart, since Eds! is out 
of trumps. And if West wins, he 
faces a choice of losing options — 
either sacrifice his trump trick or 
allow declarer to ruff a heart. Both 
lines yield the contract. 


least three goals at home to 
Brondby of Denmark Tuesday. 

Monaco of France were play- 
ing Torpedo Moscow Tuesday, 
with the Soviets carrying a 2-1 
lead from their home leg. 

While three of Italy's four 
teams look like favourites to go 
through to the last eight. Bolog- 
na are the exception. 

They were beaten 3-0 away by 
unimpressive Austrian club 
Admira Wacker in a firs: leg 
marred by crowd trouble and 
have won only twice in 12 
domestic league games this sea- 
son. 

In their latest match Sunday. 
Bologna set an Italian soccer 
record by having a player sent 
off just 10 seconds after he had 
come on and before he had 
touched the ball. 

Vitesse Arnhem, the only 
Dutch left in the three European 
competitions, look equally cer- 
tain of going out after losing 2-0 
at home to sporting Lisbon of 
Portugal. 

Despite a 3-0 first leg deficit 
againsi one of European soccer's 
strongest sides. Partizan Bel- 
grade still believe they can pull 
off a miracle and put Intema- 


zionale Milan out of the UEFA 
Cup. 

“We are certainly not giving 
up.” said Predrag Mijatovic, 
Partizau’s midfielder and top 
player. “We have nothing to lose 
and we firmly believe we can 
score at least three goals.” 

During "the match against 
Cesena they lost Italy's World 
Cup defender Riccardo Ferri. 
who pulled a knee ligament and 
also took a nasty knock on the 
bead in a clash with a team mate. 

Ferri is a doubtful starter in 
Belgrade, compounding Inter’s 
difficulties at the back where 
they are already without injuried 
German international Andreas 
Brehme and suspended Antonio 
Pagamin. 

‘“We were quire lucky in the 
first match since Partizan missed 
at least two clear chances," 
Matthaeus said. “Of course, we 
have an enormous advantage but 
we have to be very careful not to 
allow any surprises." 

Partizan also notched and 
away win in the domestic league, 
beating Velez Mostar 1-0. but 
are trailing all-conquering city 
rivals Red Star four points. 


French Soccer Federation 
to discuss strike threat 


By Reuters 

SOCCER officials, players and 
dub bosses meet Friday hoping 
to avert what would be the first 
strike to hit French soccer in 
nearly 20 years. 

The Union of French Soccer 
Professionals (UNFP) made the 
strike threat Sunday after soccer 
authorities proposed cost-cutting 
measures aimed at ending a 
financial scandal that has rocked 
the sport. 

“We have dedded to stage a 
meeting of our board of direc- 
tors on Jan. 7 to examine the 
moves we intend to adopt, in- 
cluding a strike in the last three 
rounds of the first and second 
division leagues fin May)" the 
UNFP said. 

The French Footbal Federa- 
tion, which includes players and 
club bosses, will discuss the 
strike threat and the wider prob- 
lems facing French soccer in a 
meeting Friday. 

French footballers have been 
on strike only once before: in 
protest against new contract reg- 
ulations in 1972. 

One of the proposals made 
last week by the league and club 
chairmen was for the number of 
professional players to be limited 
to 19 per dub in the first division 
and 15 in the second. 

The league also proposed that 
clubs with financial propie ms 
should not be allowed to sign new 
players and asked for get-out 
clauses in contracts to be sup- 
pressed. 

“This would result in 200 play- 
ers going unemployed at the end 
of the season." UNFP President 
Philippe Piat said. 

French soccer is reeling after 


Mutton’ Jeff 


12 people were charged last 
month following police inquiries 
at first division clubs Toulon. 
Bordeaux and Marseille. 

In Spain, league leaders Bar- 
celona were waiting Tuesday to 
hear the fate of their leading 
goalscorer, Bulgarian Kristo 
Stoichkov. and coach Johan 
Cruyff, both sent off in last 
week's Supercup first-leg defeat 
against Real Madrid. 

Stoichkov stamped on the re- 
feree's foot after being shown 
the red card for dissent and is 
expected to be banned for sever- 
al months. Whatever the deci- 
sion he will miss the Supercup 
second leg in Madrid Wednes- 
day. 

“He lost his temper a bit. I 
think the punishment is going to 
be tough." said Real Madrid's 
Emilio Butragueno. 

Madrid’s Mexican marksman 
Hugo Sanchez could be disci- 
plined for making an obscene 
gesture at the Camp Nou crowd 
during last week's game agaiiist 
Tenerife. 

Another star foreigner. Atleti- 
co Madrid's Austrian forward 
Gerhard Rodax. was under fire 
for a disappointing performance 
in the team's 1-0 away win to 
Cadiz at the weekend. 

Rodax was signed last May- 
after becoming the Austrian 
League's top marksman but has 
failed to repeat his marks- 
manship in front of the Spanish 
crowds. 

“Austrian football is com- 
pletely different to Spanish foot- 
ball. and because of that X think 
Rodax’s problem is a question of 
time." said Atletico's Yugoslav 
coach Tomislav I vie. 
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Lothar Matthaeus 


Matthaeus leads 
Inter to league top 


MILAN ( AP) — After capturing 
the ultimate team prize, the 
World Cup. German midfielder 
Lothar Matthaeus may cap a 
spectacular year with one of the 
top individual honours. 

With the announcement ex- 
pected later this week. Matth- 
aeus is the favourite to be 
awarded the Golden Ball as 
Europe's best soccer player of 
the year. 

To assure his already near 
certain award. Matthaeus 
dominated Sunday in Intema- 
zionale of Milan's 5-1 rout of 
Cesena in the Itlian League, 
which gave Inter to sole posses- 
sion of first place. 

Matthaeus, who combines a 
restless midfield action with 
scoring ability, scored Inter's 
second goal with a hard shot on a 
free kick and led ( the most- 
dangerous attacks of his team. 

"Matthaeus .fires a missile on a 
free kick to prove he deserves 
the golden ball,” wrote Italy's 
largest sports daily Gazzena De- 
lta Sport in a fomtpage headline 
Monday. 

Dutch striker Marco van Bas- 
ten of AC Milan own the Golden 
Ball last year. 

Italian soccer commentators 
stressed that Matthaeus was the 
key player in West Germany's 
victorious World Cup campaign 
this past summer and in Inter’s 
surge in the Italian League. 

"He is a true leader." com- 
mented Rome's sports daily Cor- 
riere Delta Sport. 

, Milan's widely-circulated dailv 


Corriere Della Sera called 
Matthaeus "the wonderful, un- 
stoppable Lothar.” 

Sunday's goal in Cesena gave 
Matthaeus seven and a share of 
the league scoring lead with four 
young Italian talents. 

Matthaeus said he was not 
seeking individual glory but 
team success. 

“I am scoring goals to help 
Inter win the Italian title, not to 
earn the title of top league strik- 
er. You can achieve important 
results, such as the Golden Bqjl 
and the World Cup, only if get 
full support from the teammates. 
Soccer is not a one-player 
affair," he said Monday. 

Matthaeus forms one-third of 
Inters German trio, joining com- 
patriots Jeurgen Klinsmann and 
Andreas Brehme, who are all 
teammates on the German 
national- squad. “ 

They Ttave been instrumental 
to Inter's Italian title victory in 
1989 and to this season's im- 
pressive pace. 

Matthaeus said that he and his 
German teammates “have 
learned a lot by playing in the 
most difficult world league.” 

Matthaeus is considered one 
of the best foreign players per- 
forming in Italy, along with 
Diego Maradona, Ruud Gullit, 
Marco van Basten, Antonio 
Careca nad Rudi Voeller. 

"I am not a top class player 
like Maradona," Matthaeus said 
on his arrival in Italy in 1989. 

However, many observers be- 
lieve that he has overshadowed 
Maradona bv now. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 12, 

q Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundatfr*. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is a good day to come to a better 
understanding .with allies and part- 
ners so take the opportunity to get 
in touch with anyone who you 
haven't had contact with recently. 

A pnrfe (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to accept the 
delays that arise where both family 
and vocational matters are con- 
earned in a philosophical fashion. 

TAURUS: (April 70 to May 20) 
Now you.arc able to get out of that 
rut and plan how you and your 
ailing are going to do routines in 
the days ahead and with more 

efficiency. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
now find it imperative that you do 
spend your time eliminating what- 
ever has been standing in the way 
of your progress for the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Thinkiag over what is best 
for you on social contacts for the 
coining days can find you concen- 
trating upon those that can help 
you- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you are able to find the means by 
which to get the work done that 
requires your most careful atten- 
tion and you have some bonus if 
you go Tor it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get after the delights that 
mean the most to you and join with 
friends and mate in the various and 


. a Z " 

sundry recreatio ns that brin£ you 
happiness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October. 
22) Whatever you bare- hr mud 
that can please and delight year 
family and also show higher^ i^~ 
that yen are a conscientious person 
will be grear now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you have in amvT 
that necessitates making some 
changes in die little affaire of ev- 
eryday living so yon have more 
security is fine now. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the day to 
concentrate upon your own finan- 
cail arrangements as wen as those 
that have to do with your relations 
with others. 

■ a m 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now find that you 
are one who does understand and 
value what both you and your 
partners want so make a special 
plan to others along. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Show that you are able to 
persist long and hard at whatever 
you have agreed to do and go to 
those who have any sort of experi- 
ence you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make a point to be with frinxfc 
and those who attract you. and by 
some sort of entertainment, 
amusement or Interest to deepen 
the bond of all. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I’ve got to go — I think 
Stanley has something 
on his mindr 


by Henri Arnold ‘and Betolj&s-'J 


Uns cra mble these four Jumbtas, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


OUDES 





MUJOB 





DEPENX 



CRAFTO 





Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: IN 



w x 

HIS 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: FUDGE AGILE BUCKLE CRAYON 

Answer Whaihap penswftenautomob i lesaresoclose 
togethartheycan'imarve? — GRIDLOCK 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Harvey Chyka 


ACROSS 
1 Sailor 
5 - — low 
Tates" 

10 Stuff 

14 Shortly 

15 Broadcasted 

16 Initiate in a 
way 

17 Upheaval 

19 Author Milne 

20 Actor James 
and family 

21 Sit in 

23 Chap 

24 Back up 

25 Stages 
29 All 

33 Crowbar 

34 Chandelier 
pendant 

35 Buddy 

36 Hair 

37 FUdlcule 

38 Kind of ray 

39 Ms MacGraw 

40 Sculptured 


41 Jeweler's 
weight 
4Z stand 

44 Used car deal 

45 Depended 

46 Swiss river 

47 Fireside 
50 Entries 
56 "Rabbi 

Ben — ” 
(Browning) 

56 Testifying 
58 Eminent one 
56 TVs Pyle 
60 Ms Lancfte&ter 


62 Glacial term 
*62 Hebdomad 

DOWN 

1 Shakes up 

2 Dill herb 

3 Sheltered 
bay 

4 Be aware 

5 Zodiac sign 

6 Clever. 

7 Rower 

B Honcho: abbr. 


aaaau auaaaaa 




9 Actress of 
‘30s and a 40s 

10 Informal 

11 Lung sound 

12 Muezzin's coll 
to prayer 

13 Make right 
18 Kind of beer 
22 Tenure 

24 Dispatch boat 

25 Fold 

28 Telephone 

word 


28 Sun Yet — 

29 Delete 

30 Puccini work 

31 Of birth 

32 Fill with joy 

34 ■ — cochere 

37 Certain drivers 

38 Degs. 

40 Gait 

41 First asteroid 
discovered 

43 Wayward 

44 Indy cars 



Yesterday's Pnzzfe Solvad; 
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4fl Yearns 

47 Position of 
leadership 

48 Slnaer’Plnza 

49 Rvis — 
Presley 

50 Sphere 
preceder 


51 Meat dish 

52 Store 
event ' 

53 MA motto 

54 Pierre's state 
abbr. 

57 Denial word 
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U.S. official says Aqaba 
blockade may be eased 


By Ram Sahhagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN — A senior U.S. de- 
fence official has said Wabington 
would consider reducing checks 
on st rips criTfn g to Jordan’s Red 
Sea port of Aqaba, once Iraq’s 
main sea lifeline, a Jordanian 
official said Tuesday. 

Mamdouh Abu H assail. presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association, told Reuters 
U.S. Assistant Defence Secret- 
ary Henry Rowen also said in- 
tensive searches of ships carrying 
imports for Jordan would be 
scaled down once the U.N. be- 


gan monitoring Jordan's eastern 
borders with Iraq. 

Amman, Baghdad’s main 
trading partner until the invasion 
of Kuwait, is adhering to U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq and will 
lose up to SI -5 billion in 1990 
because of the embargo. Before 
the Kuwait crisis, almost SO per 
cent of traffic through Aqaba 
was to or from Iraq. 

U.S. navy patrols stationed at 
the Tiran Straits at the mouth of 
the Gulf of Aqaba have been 
inspecting cargo vessels heading 
into the strait to detect cargo 
bound for Iraq. 

They have turned back at least 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, December 11, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U-S. dollar 
Found Starting 


Swiss franc 
French franc 


659.0 663.0 
1282.8 1290J5 

448.6 4513 

523.7 526.8 
131.9 I3Z7 


Ja p a nes e yea {for 100) 

Dutdl pnT t V *’ 


500.7 503.7 
397.4 399.8 

118.8 119.5 

[rafiao lira (for 100) 59.4 S9.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 2163 2173 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks closed higher after the head- of Japan's 
economic planning agency said high interest rates could bun the 
economy. The Nikkei Index dosed up 172.30 at 23,956.97. 

SYDNEY — Shares ended, a listless day slightly lower. The AH 
Ordinaries Index closed -8.0 down at 1321.6. - - 

HONG KONG — Hong Korig. shares ended marginally, easier in 
quiet trade. The Hang Seng dosed 4.51 points down at 3,144.62. 

SINGAPORE — Institutional investors stayed on the sidelines. 
The Straits .Times Industrial Index fell 3.17 points to 1,176.7. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay stock exchange index fell 18.10 points 
to 1,196.35. “Marketmen are getting frustrated waiting to hear 
the government’s thinking on key eoononmic issues,” said broker 
Vallabh BhansbaH. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended 0.8 per cent below 
Monday's dosing levels but above the day’s lows. The Dax index 
dosed 12.12 points lower at 1,492.68, above its day’s low of 
1,486.31. 

ZURICH — The SPI index lost 4.2 points to 924.4 in directionless 
trade. “The market is dead and it will probably stay that way for 
the remainder of the year,” a trader commented. 

PARIS — A modest downward correction continued after a 53 
per cent rise last week. The C AC-40 index lost 9.47 points to 
1,665.54. “The market remains very cautious in the face of a 
posable recession in the United States and continued uncertainty 
in the Gulf,” a dealer said. 

LONDON — Shares in privatised electricity companies showed 
healthy premiums over Monday's issue prices. Other stocks 
sagged on gloom about the British economy. The FTSE Index lost 
17.4 to 2,165.1. 

NEW YORK — The weak economy remained a worry. At 1709 
GMT the Dow Jones Industrials were down 9.91 to 2386.88. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.9450/60 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1585/95 

Canadian dollar 


1.4718/25 

Deutschemarks 


1.6618/28 

Dutch guilders 


1.2581/88 

Swiss francs 


30.49/54 

Belgian francs 


4.9980/5.0030 

French francs 


1110/1111 

Italian lire 


131.85/95 

Japanese yen 


53600/50 

Swedish crowns 


5.7800/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5.6620/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

374.50/375.00 

U.S. dollars 


17 ships and delayed dozens by 
lengthy searches which made 
some shipping companies turn 
back and unload at nearby ports 
in Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 

Abu Hassan said Rowen told 
a meeting of Jordanian shippers, 
industrialists and businessmen 
that Washington would consider 
earing its restrictions after listen- 
ing to their eomplaints'about the 
costs of the embargo to Jordan. 

“He promised to study reduc- 
ing the restrictions on vessels 
bound for Aqaba. ..and said 
curbs on ships loaded with im- 
ports would be eased once a 
U.N. team began work at the 
border,” Abu Hassan said. 

The United Nations has 
agreed to Jordan’s request to 
sent a team to monitor overland 
traffic between Jordan and Iraq 
passing through the eastern de- 
sert frontier of Ruweished. But 
so far no U.N. official has 
appeared at the border. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman, 
commenting on Rowen’s meet- 
ing, said there had been no 
change in U.S. policy but “we 
are constantly looking at alterna- 
tives to ease the burden on 
Jordan's economy. 

Jordan’s exports, mainly 
potash and phosphates, have 
been hard hit because of the 
U.S. navy inspection and higher 
insurance premiums. 

Many factories are half-idle 
because of shortages of imported 
raw materials and spare parts. 
Prices of some luxury consumer 
goods have shot up and many 
others are disappearing from 
shelves. 

Jordan has banned all cargo to 
and from Iraq but is still import- 
ing Iraqi crude oil which it gets 
at cheap prices in settlement of a 
Gulf war debt. 

Hammer group 
to continue oil 
exploration 
in Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — A group of 
private investors led by the late 
Armand Hammer said Tuesday 
they will continue to search for 
oil in Israel. Hammer died at age 
92 Monday. 

Hammer, chairman of 
Occidental Petroleum Corpora- 
tion and a Jew with close ties to 
Israel, was the biggest foreign 
investor in oil exploration pro- 
jects in the Israeli state. 

"Members of the group said 
they will continue their pro- 
jects,” said Chaim Ben Shahar, 
Hammer’s agent in Israel. 

’ Hamm er owned 61 per cent of 
an offshore drilling venrure 
known as Yam 2 located some 23 
kilometres off the Tel Aviv 
‘coast. 

He was also involved in build- 
ing an American-Israeli-Russian 
passenger plane with other 
prominent Jewish investors in- 
cluding British-based media 
baron Robert Maxwell. 

Hamm er, who built his for- 
tune on trade links forged with 
Soviet leaders, wanted to take 
old Russian passenger planes 
and renovate them at Israel Air- 
craft Industries using U.S.-made 
engines. 


CIA reports 
rise in Third 
World debt 

WASHINGTON (APJ — Third 
World countries' foreign debt 
rose to $1,096 trillion this year, 
up from SJ.05I trillion last year 
and from S786 billion in 1981, 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) has reported. 

The figure does not include 
the Soviet Union, China and 
other countries either still under 
communist rule or emerging 
from it. such as those in eastern 
Europe. They add at least 
another $210 billion, according 
to earlier estimates bv the CIA 
itself and the W'orld Bank. 

The money is owed to more 
affluent governments including 
the United States. Japan and 
West Germany, to their private 
commercial banks and to inter- 
governmental bodies like the 
World Bank. Another $29 bil- 
lion owed to the International 
Monetary Fund is listed separ- 
ately. 

Although the CIA reported a 
rise of $15 billion in the deb: 
since last year, it showed a drop 
in payments: To $122 billion 
from the S126 billion of 1989. 

For the debtors the payment 
level is more important than 
debt itself, since it is the amount 
of hard cash they are expected to 
raise from what they can earn by 
selling their goods and from 
what they can borrow in new 
loans. 

Each dollar they save on pay- 
ments to their creditors is a 
dollar they can spend on new 
foreign goods. They can use 
foreign goods either to raise 
their people’s living standards or 
to invest in new equipment that 
will produce more goods and 
jobs for their rapidly rising work 
force. 

The CIA handbook. “Trends 
in LDC External Debt. 1981- 
90," is dated November but was 
made available this week. It 
includes information available 
on Sept. 1, compiled from the 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund in 
Washington, the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development in Paris and the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ments in Basel, Switzerland. 
“LDC” stands for “less de- 
veloped countries.” 

The book, labelled “a refer- 
ence aid,” consists only of tables 
and does not explain the rise and 
fid! of figures. * 

Of the 113 countries listed, the 
heaviest debt is reported for 
Brazil: $115311 billion, up from 
$112.15 billion in 1989. In addi- 
tion, Brazil owes about $8 billion 
in back interest. The CLA does 
not include such arrears in its 
figures. They show Brazil as 
paying S10.1 billion on its debt 
this year, compared with $11.9 
billion last year and $16.1 billion 
the year before. 

The new government of Presi- 
dent Fernando Collor de Mello 
is deep in negotiations with pri- 
vate banks, to which it owes the 
bulk of its debt. They are urging 
at least some payments on the 
back interest. 

Mexico’s debt of $88.02 billion 
is the second largest, reduced 
under the plan of U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady. Last 
year it was $90,789 billion. Mex- 
ico’s payments have also drop- 
ped due to the new arrange- 
ment, to $10.06 billion this year 
from last year’s S13.101 billion. 
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Oil ministers face uncertain 
outlook because of Gulf crisis 


VIENANA (R) — OPEC oil 
ministers gathering fer talks be- 
ginning Wednesday face con- 
flicting problems — :he; mast 
produce at full capacity until the 
Gulf crisis ends, yet future de- 
mand for oil is expected to drop 
sharply. 

The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Ccuntnes 
(OPEC), whose ministers are 
meeting in Vienna this week, 
suspended output quotas in Au- 
gust to help the world absorb the 
loss of more than four million 
barrels a day of Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi exports. 

OPEC output is running at 
around 23 million barrels per 
day (b'd), about 500,000 more 
than it would have beer, under 
quotas agreed in Ju’.v 


Now there are fears the mar- 
ket has too much oil. 

And until the Gulf crisis ends, 
OPEC will not know the state of 
Iraq's and Kuwait's oil industries 
or bow to get them back into a 
quota system. The United Na- 
tions Security Council has set a 
Jan. 15 deadline for Iraq to quit 
Kuwait. 

The oil producers arc 
approaching a steep two to three 
million b d drop in demand, but 
cannot apply the brakes to pro- 
duction yet. 

Nigerian Oil Minister Jibril 
Aminu told reporters the sus- 
pension of output quotas “will 
be necessary so long as the crisis 
lasts." 

Venezuela's Oil Minister 


CelestiRO Armas said: “Really 1 
don’t think we have many... 
substantial matters to discuss.” 

Gulf industry sources think 
Iraq could get back to an output 
capacity above three million b/d 
within five months of the United 
Nations embargo on its oil being 
lifted, if the crisis is settled 
peacefully. 

Industry sources foresee 
Kuwait taking a year before it 
can pump at 1.5 million b>'d, 
which is still more than 500,000 
b/d less than its pre-invasion 
capacity. 

Iraq ’ is currently producing 
around 450.000 b;d and Kuwait 
100.000 b/d. 

Saudi Arabia, which has 
raised its output by around three 
million b/d since August to 8.2 


million b/d, is ready to plough in 
more cash to lift its capacity 
above 10 million b/d if the crisis 
worsens, 

A ministerial monitoring com- 
mittee including all 13 members 
Wednesday will review the weak 
outlook for oil demand in the 
second and third quarters. 

OPEC’s full conference starts 
Thursday and is expected to last 
one or two days. 

The oil producers’ group will 

be eager to show the market that 
it can act quickly to brake any 
precipitous price fall. 

OPEC Secretary-General 
Subroto may try to have a moni- 
toring committee meeting in 
February written into the confer- 
ence's concluding resolutions. 


UAE keeps revenues 
secret in 1990 budget 


ABU DHABI iRi — Tne Un- 
ited Arab Emirates :L'A£ i kept 
its 1990 federal budge: spending 
unchanged at 24.65 billion 
dirhams (S3.96 billion } from las: 
year but failed to disclose its 
revenues. 

The UAE in die pas: three 
yeas had delayed announcing its 
federal budget tiil the end of the 
fiscal year due to uncertainty 
over oil income. 

* 

m . 

The federal cabinet, formed 
last month, met for the first time 
Monday to approve budget 
spending. But it did not dis- 
close revenues, vital to calcu- 
late any deficit. 

Budget revenues in 1959 stood 
at 12.84 billion dirhams (S3. 4“ 
bilhon). 

It was the first time the UAE 
had kept its revenues secret and 
there was no official explana- 
tion. 

But a UAE finance official, 
who declined to be identified 
said keeping revenues secret was 
probably due to a sharp increase 
in oil revenues after Iraq’s Aug. 
2 invasion of Kuwait which sent 
prices soaring. 

“It seems the government 
docs not want to reveal how 
much it benefirted from the Gulf 


crisis or how much it will give to 
the foreign troops or states 
affected by the Gulf crisis,'’ he 
said. 

The UAE. along with Saudi 
Arabia and other oil-rich Gulf 
states, had pledged to contribute 
financially to the U.S.-led multi- 
national forces m the Gulf and 
donate funds to countries hard- 
hit by the United Nations trade 
ban on Iraq. 

UAE centra] bank governor 
Abdul Malik A 1 Hamar said last 
month the contributions to mul- 
tinational forces and other states 
would offset the increase in oil 
income. 

Oil revenues account for more 
than 90 per cent of the UAE’s 
income. 

UAE Planning Minister 
Humaid Ibn Ahmad AJ Mualla 
said last week revenues would 
jump tc 57 billion dirhams 
($15.4 billion) in 1990, from 39 
billion ($10.5 billion). 

The UAE federal budget 
started to show a deficit after oil 
prices began falling in 1982. The 
government has introduced au- 
sterity measures and raised fees 
it charges for services. 

The 1990 budget contained no 
major projects, the financial 
official said. 


Nadir media businesses 
show signs of instability 

Industry sources said more 
l3v-offs were likely at Nadir's 
two other papers — the Turkish 
language Kibris and the English 
language weekly Cyprus Times 
More than 500 of some 9,000 
Polly Peck employees on the 
divided island had already been 
laid off and the expatriate man- 
agement team of the group's 
hotels sent home. 

Polly Peck’s holdings in north 
Cyprus include the Unipac card- 
board factory now hit by a strike 
by its 150 workers, S unzest citrus 
unit and four hotels including 
the half-finished lavish Crystal 
Cove where work has stopped. 

A finanical source working for 
Nadir said up to 3,000 jobs 
could be lost, a big number for 
the tiny state of 160,000 where 
Nadir owns a bank, family-run 
Nobel Airline, a tourism agency 
and a textile business. 

Meanwhile in Tureky, 11 
members of the board of direc- 
tors at Nadir’s Istanbul-based 
popular dailies Gunaydin and 
Tan resigned Monday. 


ANKARA (R) — Asil Nadir, 
Cyp riot-bom chairman of the 
beleaguered Polly Peck fruit-to- 
electronics group, Tuesday 
changed the manage men: team 
at his media businesses in north 
Cyprus, officials at his newspap- 
er said. 

Nadir's Cypriot media hold- 
ings include four dailies, the 
A.N. Graphics publishing firm, 
the Gadeda distribution firm and 
the Yellow Stone printing com- 
pany. 

“Mehmet AJi Akpinar has 
been laid off as the director of 
A.N. Graphics, Yellow Stone 
and Gadeda, and replaced by 
Resat Akar,” one newspapaer 
official told Reuters. 

Akar was the editor-in-chief 
of Yeni Gun, one of four dailies 
owned by Nadir in the self- 
proclaimed "Turkish republic of 
north Cyprus." 

Nadir’s Bozkurt newspaper 
was closed down at the weekend 
because of debts of up to three 
billion Turkish lira ($1.07 mil- 
lion) due to heavy spending. 


Algerian civil servants 
begin two- week strike 

ALGIERS (R) — Tens of thousands of Algerian civil servants 
began a two-week strike Tuesday to demand higher salaries and a 
new professional s&ru:e, their independent trade union said. 

Amcur Sassour, member of the national council of the National 
Autonomous Union of Administrative Personnel, said the strike 
was observed in the provincial administrations of 45 of the country’s 
48 provinces. 

The meteorology service, archives and court of accounts were 
also affected, be said. 

But the country’s main trade union, the General Union of 
Algerian Workers lUGTA), closely tied to the ruling National 
Liberation Front, rejected the strike call. 

A UGTA official denied c laims by the newly created indepen- 
dent union that it represented the majority of the country's 800,000 
dvil servants. 


FOR RENT 

New fully furnished large VILLA with garden 

Please call tel: 814745 

after 2:30 p.m. 


FUR JACKET FOR SALE 

Two fox fur jackets, long.of excellent quality, price of both jackets 
JD 4,000 (negotiable). 

For Information pis. call tel: 681728, 692311 


Wellington suspends live 
sheep exports to Riyadh 

WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand has suspended controver- 
sial shipments of live sheep to Saudi Arabia after Riyadh rejected 
a batch of 66,000 animals, Agriculture Minister Jchn Falioon said 
Tuesday. Saudi veterinary authorities rejected the shipment, 
saying they had found pasteurclla, a bacterium widely present in 
New Zealand sheep which causes pneumonia in stressed animals. 

"It will no longer be possible for the live sbeep slaughter trade 
to proceed until we can establish a clear and agreed basis for 
veterinary certification of sheep to Saudi Arabia," Falioon said in 
a statement. 

Live sheep shipments, started five years ago, have provoked 
anger among animal welfare groups who say many die on the long 
sea voyage to the Middle East. 

While most sheep are slaughtered in New Zealand and 
exported as frozen or chilled meat, Saudi consumers prefer fresh 
meat from animals slaughtered shortly before sale. 

David Cassells, president of the Livestock Exporters' Associa- 
tion, said the rejected animals had met standards laid down in 
agreements between Wellington and Riyadh. 

Irish 6 beef baron 9 
emerges from brink 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish “beef 
baron" Larry Goodman, back 
from the brink after his bankers 
agreed to a rescue package for 
his business empire, began his 
climb to multi-millionaire status 
by selling offal from the back of 
a truck. 

A tough-talking and obses- 
sively secretive businessman, 
this workaholic in a fiercely com- 
petitive trade fought his way up 
to become Europe’s biggest beef 
processor and exporter with a 
one billion punt ($1.8 billion) 
annual turnover. 

The "beef baron” then earned 
two new nicknames — "Milk 
Sheikh” and “Sugar Daddy” — 
as he moved to expand his multi- 
national food empire into a giant 
agri-business. 

But the meteoric rise ground 
to a halt in August when his 
bankers were called in from 
around the world. 

It was revealed he owed them 
460 million punts ($833 million) 
and the Irish parliament stepped 
in with emergency legislation on 
the nursing of financially ailing 
firms. 

Goodman, who has angrily 
denounced his critics as “anti- 
private industry, anti-success, 
anti-effort, anti-bloody well ev- 
erything,” spread the blame 
around for his troubles. 

He pointed to an outbreak of 
cattle madness disease, or 
bovine spongiform encephalo- 
pathy (BSE), which sent beef 
consumption in the European 
community plunging by 10 per 
cent. 

He also blamed the Irish gov- 
ernment for cancelling export 
insurance credit. 

His stock market investments 
in Britain proved disastrous with 
hefty losses in the dairy group 
Unigate PLC and the commod- 


ities and sugar conglomerate Be- 
risford International PLC. 

But the main problem was the 
Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
United Nations trade embargo 
on Iraq. The Iraqis owed Good- 
man International, the privately 
owned group overseeing his beef 
trade interests, 167.7 million 
punts (S303.6 million). 

A court-appointed examiner 
was called in to see what could 
be salvaged, the banks begrud- 
gingly lent Goodman just 
enough to keep him going 
through the crucial autumn 
cattle-slaughtering season and 
the dairy division of Food Indus- 
tries PLC, the publicly quoted 
company 68 per cent owned by 
Goodman, was sold. 

Under a seven-year rescue 
plan worked out by examiner 
Peter Fitzpatrick, Goodman is to 
retain 40 per cent of the equity, 
10 per cent would go to the 
banks and 50 per cent remain in 
trust. The 50 per cent can be 
recouped by Goodman if he 
meets debt repayment targets. 

The 33 banks agreed to the 
package Monday by a four to 
one majority and it now must be 
approved by the Dublin High 
Court and Industry Minister De- 
smond O'Malley. 

To Goodman, a fiercely pri- 
vate man. a non-smoker and 
teetotaller, the job is everything. 

Business has always been in 
Goodman's blood, he was born 
in Dundalk in 1939, the son and 
grandson of cattle dealers. 

Married with two children, he 
lives in an unostentatious house 
just a short drive from his Coun- 
ty Louth headquarters. Very 
much a hands-on manager, he 
constantly tours his plants. 

He started his first company in 
1962, selling beef to Britain and 
France. 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED VILLA 

FOR RENT 

Ttfree floors ot an area of 420 square metres, consisting of two 
spacious salons, three bedrooms, three bathrooms, dining and 
sitting room, glassed-in veranda, modem kitchen, large garden, 
garage (or four cars, super deluxe furniture ot American design. 
Rent: JD 10,000 without furniture, and JD 14,000 with furniture. 

For Information pis. call tel: 827217 or 822458 between 
10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. and from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 


To All Mexican Nationals in Jordan 

The Honourary Consulate of Mexico in Jordan requests all its 
nationals in the Kingdom to call at the consulate in Jabal Amman 

— Third Circle, Abu Tamm am Street, near the YWCA — to 
register their names and addresses as soon as possible from 9:30 
a.m. till 12:30 noon. The consulate’s tel. no. is 641157 

The Honouraiy Consul of Mexico in Jordan 

Armindo Fakhri Zayed 


FOR RENT 


First floor of a villa, two bedrooms, spacious sitting room, 

living room, two bathrooms, separate garage, with sepa- 
rate entrance and garden. 

Located on a hill behind At Ra’i newspaper. Available for 
rent immediately. 

If Interested, pleise call telephone number 





















» 




— — ■ IU 


• >~iHe 


I 11 


I D 

l VC 


re 

ei 

I*; 

E 

& 

I * 

in 


tx 

cc 

In 

at 

t’f 

cfc 


I 3? 


World News 


Russian parliament agrees 


to n 


otiate union treaty 


MOSCOW ( AP) — The Russian 
parliament voted Tuesday to 
take part in negotiations for a 
new union treaty that Mikhail 
Gorbachev says is needed to 
hold the Soviet Union together, 
the Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
reported. 

The vote marked a small vie-, 
tory for Gorbachev, because it 
commits the largest Soviet re- 
public to be “a full-fledged sub- 
ject of the renewed USSR on the 
basis of a new union treat)'." 

But Russian Federation Presi- 
dent Boris N. Yeltsin cautioned 
the Gorbachev administration 
against undue haste and accused 
it of trying to rush the treaty 

signing. 

Yeltsin has insisted that be- 
fore he agrees to sign- the union 
treaty, the national government 
agrees to hand over broad eco- 
nomic and political powers to 
the 15 Soviet republics. 

The resolution passed by the 
Russian Federation Congress of 
People's Deputies gives Yeltsin 
strong leverage in negotiations 
with Gorbachev, because it 
asserts the right of each republic 
for self-determination and gives 
the central government responsi- 
bility for defence, state security 
and foreign policy. 

The draft proposed by Gor- 
bachev would retain broader 
powers for the central govern- 
ment. including control over 
transportation and energy sup- 
plies. 

Yeltsin has insisted that Rus- 
sia. which occupies most of the 


Soviet land mass and has most of 
its natural resources, should con- 
trol oil. natural gas. gold and 
diamond supplies on its own 
territory. 

Ocher republics have made 
similar demands as they seek 
greater powers within their bor- 
ders. 

The Russian Parliament de- 
cided to appoint a commission of 
lawmakers to work with repre-* 
sentatives of the central govern- 
ment and other republics to 
work on the 'draft union treaty. 
No date has been set for its 
completion. 

Gorbachev told embattled 
Communist Party leaders Mon- 
day they have nothing to fear 
from his plan to drop the word 
“Socialist" from the country's 
name. 

The proposal contains “strong 
expressions of the ideas and 
principles we connect with 
socialism — its humanistic, 
democratic nature." Gorbachev 
assured the party's Central Com- 
mittee during a closed-door ses- 
sion. 

The Soviet president also 
beads the Communist Party. The 
party plenum was closed to jour- 
nalists. and a text of his speech 
was carried later by TASS. 

Several republics already have 
dropped the words “Soviet 
Socialist” from their names in 
rejection of decades of Soviet- 
style communism. 

Gorbachev's statement came 
days after hard-line members of 
the national legislature deman- 


ded he suspend steps toward 
democracy as a way to hold the 
union together. They suggested 
Gorbachev be replaced if be 
does not act. 

Western European leaders 
have expressed fears civil strife 
could send millions of Soviets 
fleeing across international bor- 
ders. 

The proposal to change the 
country’s name “Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics" to "Union 
of Sovereign Soviet Republics" 
was included in a draft meant to 
replace the 1922 union treaty. 
The document outlines the rela- 
tionship among the republics 
and between them and the cen- 
tral government. 

is almost no state in 
the world which carries in its 
name a characterisation of its 
social make-up/' Gorbachev 
said. 

The draft union treaty never 
mentions the words “Socialism" 
or “communism." It divides 
powers between the central gov- 
ernment and the republics, and 
says “economic development 
strategy" will be determined 
jointly. 

The draft treaty would give 
more economic power to the 
republics, while retaining Krem- 
lin control over military, foreign 
policy, transportation, energy 
and other key industries. Six 
republics already have said they 
will not sign and have demanded 
Kremlin endorsement of their 
sovereignty declarations. 

All but one of the 15 Soviet 


republics have declared some 
form of autonomy or independ- 
ence. Lawmakers in the 15th — 
Kirgizia in Central Asia — had 
sovereignty on their agenda as 
they opened a session Monday. 

“Will there be a union of 
strong sovereign states or a 
crumbling symbolic formation?" 
Gorbachev asked the policy- 
making Central Committee, 
leaders of the 17-million- 
m ember party that has been 
steadily losing members and au- 
thority. 


He argued that individual re- 
publics gain an “indisputable 
advantage" from their mem- 
bership in one of the world's 

most powerful states, and called 
on all communists to create a 
“strong political desire for the 
preservation and renewal of the 
union." 


“What is profitable for separ- 
atists is absolutely fatal for the 
majority of workers," Gor- 
bachev said. 


Gorbachev also criticised the 
“war of laws” between the 
national and republic govern- 
ments. which have paralysed the 
economy by passing conflicting 
legislation. He has said the trea- 
ty is needed to stave off econo- 
mic collapse. 


“If patches of land, divided by 
customs barriers, independent 
currencies or even border guards 
form in place of an all-union 
market, vast opportunities will 
be lost." he said- 


Police ordered to arrest Ershad 


Soviet 


DHAKA (AP) — Police said 
Tuesday that they have been 
given orders to arrest ousted 
President Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad. 

A senior police officer said he 
expected Ershad to be detained 
by Wednesday — six days after 
he was forced from power. 

Other officials who declined 
to be identified said the Enshads 
arrest order had not been issued 


yet but was expected to be prom- 
ulgated later Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, one of Ers bad's 
former cabinet ministers was 
placed under house arrest Tues- 
day, according to the senior 
police official who spoke on con- 
dition he not be identified. 

Former Home Minister 
Mahmudul Hassan was confined 
to bis home in suburban Gul- 
shan. the official said. 


Police also carried out raids on I 
12 homes looking for senior offi- j 
rials from Ershad’s government j 
who have gone into hiding. I 
As home minister. Mahmudul j 
was directly in charge of the 
police and the paramilitary j 
Bangladesh Rifles, which were ■ 
held responsible for the deaths | 
of about 100 people during seven | 
weeks of unrest that forced j 
E rshad to resign. ; 


Georgia 

abolishes 


autonomous 


region 


North, Sojith. Korean 


Oil tycoon 


premiers sing of unity 


Armand 


SEOUL f R) — The premiers of 
North and South Korea sang of 
Korean reunification while their 
aides spoke of differences at the 
third round of high-level inter- 
Korean talks which opened in 
Seoul Tuesday. 

Visiting North Korean Pre- 
mier Yon Hyong-Muk and 
Southern counterpart Kang 
Young-Hoon sat side-by-side at 
a gala concert of 500 South 
Korean musicians to mark Yon’s 
visit to Seoul, bis second since 
September when the two pre- 
miers first met. 

“Even in dreams, our wish is 
reunification." they sang at the 
finale of the concert at the Seoul 
Art Centre. The song. Our Wish 
Is Reunification, is known to 
every Korean schoolchild. 

But while the North and South 
Koreans could sing together at 
the Art Centre, preliminary 
talks at the luxury-class Shilla 
Hotel, where the Northern de- 
legation is staying, showed both 
sides were very far apart on even 
a basic approach to unity. 

Yon and Kang hold rbeir first 
formal meeting Wednesday, but 


it appeared the meeting would 
be little more than a restatement 
of previous positions. 

North Korea has insisted that 
both Koreas. still technically at 
war from the 1950-53 Korean 
conflict, agree a non-aggression 
accord as a first step. 

But a wary South Korea has 
said mutual recognition and in- 
creased cross-border travel and 
trade should be undertaken in- 
itially to foster confidence and 
dispel mistrust. 

“We will take a forward- 
looking. flexible attitude tomor- 
row. although we will maintain 
our basic position/* South Ko- 
rean delegation spokesman 
Limb Dong-Won told reporters 
at the hotel, named for the 
dvnastv that first united Korea in 
668 A.D. 

North Korean spokesman An 
Byong-Su said they would adv- 
ance “forward-looking propos- 
als" but gave no indication they 
would budge from their previous 
position, rejected by South 
Korea at the second round of 
talks in mid-October in Pyon- 
gyang- 


Hammer 


MOSCOW (R) — The rebel- 
lious Soviet Republic of Georgia 
abolished tbe autonomy statute 
of a restive ethnic minority Tues- 
day in a move that threatens to 
revive - fierce and deep-rooted 
conflicts. 

Local journalists said the 
nationalist-dominated parlia- 
ment in Georgia, whose election 
last month ended 70 years of 
Communist rule, voted to scrap 
the southern Ossetian auton- 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Armand Hammer, the U.S. oil 
tycoon and philanthropist with 
business ties to virtually every 
Soviet leader since Lenin, died 
Monday at the age of 92. a 
company spokesman said. 

Hammer, who was chairman 
of Occidental Petroleum Corp, 
the world's 16th largest indust- 
rial company, died at his Los 
Angeles home after a brief ill- 
ness. 

Hammer first went to the 
Soviet Union in 1921 as a young 
medical graduate to collect debts 
owed by the young Communist 
state to his family's phar- 
maceutical company. 

Bur he stayed for 10 years. 
forging ties with Lenin and other 
Soviet leaders. He eventually 
became Moscow's favourite 
capitalist and a discreet envoy of 
U.S. presidents during East- 
West crises. 


U.S. Navy planes collide 


off carrier, pilots missing 


Hammer's busne&s ties with 
the Soviet Union began with his 
father. Julius, a Russian immig- 
rant doctor. 


KEY WEST. Florida (AP) — 
Pilots from two navy aircraft 
which collided were still missing, 
the navy said. 

The planes were practising 
takeoffs from the carrier USS 
Lexington when they collided 
over the Gulf of Mexico. 

The two TA-1 Skyhawk air- 
craft apparently collided in the 
air at 1:10 p.m. (2110 GMT) 
about 85 miles fUO kilometres) 
northwest of Key West, said Lt. 
Cm dr. Ray Kempisty. spokes- 
man for naval education and 
training in Pensacola, where the 
carrier is based. 

Tbe coast guard joined the 

crew of the Lexington in sear- 
ching for the pilots. 

Each of the single-engine jets 
carried one occupant, the navy 
said. 

At the time of the crash, the 
weather was fair except for a few 
low-lying clouds and moderate 
winds of about 12 to 16 mph (18 
to 26 kph). said the National 
Weather Service in Key West. “I 
don't think it would have an 
effect on the visibility," 
Meteorologist Peter Mohlin 
said. 

The TA-4s, built by McDon- 
ne! Douglas Corp.. are capable 
of carrying 10,000 pounds (4,500 
kilogrammes) of ammunition 
and can travel at a top speed of 


675 mph (1,086 kph). according 
to Jane's Ail Tbe World's Air- 
craft. an authoritative annual 
directory. 

The Lexington, a battle- 
scarred veteran of World War IT, 
is the navy's oldest carrier at 17 
years and tbe only one used 
exclusively for training naval 
aviators. 

On Oct. 29. 1989, five people 
were killed when a T-2 Buckeye 
trainer from Meridian, Missis- 
sippi. naval air station crashed 
into the ship's control island and 
cartwheeled across the flight 
deck in a fireball. 

Tbe student pilot, ensign 
Steven Pontell. 23. of Columbia. 
Maryland, was making his first 
attempt to land on a carrier. 
Navy safety investigators were 
unable to pinpoint a cause for 
the crash, concluding that pilot 
error or a throttle malfunction 
may have been to blame. 

The Lexington survived hits 
from a torpedo and kamikaze 
plane during World War II. It 
earned tbe nickname Blue Ghost 
because of its blue-gray paint job 
and repeated reports by 
Japanese propagandist “Tokyo 
Rose” that it had been sunk. 

The ship is scheduled to be 
decommissioned next November 
and efforts have begun to pre- 
serve it as a museum. 


On his first trip to Moscow 
Hammer hoped to supplement 
debt collection by selling medi- 
cines to combat a typhus 
epidemic. 

But he soon saw that food was 
needed more than drugs and he 
arranged a shipment of Amer- 
ican wheat to trade for Soviet 
goods. 

After Stalin came to power. 
Hammer's ties with the Soviet 
Union cooled. But he turned a 
handsome profit on the valuable 
Czarist art works which he had 
bought from impoverished aris- 
tocrats during his time in Mos- 
cow. 


omous region. 

The Osetian minority would 
henceforth be ruled directly 
from tbe Georgian capital Tbilisi, 
thev added. 

m 

Tbe dramatic move came a 
day after President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev denounced nationalism 
as the greatest evil facing the 
Soviet Union. 

Gorbachev said he would take 
all measures necessary to quell 
unrest that has killed hundreds 
in Georgia's neighbours Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan. 

Southern Ossetia has been tbe 
scene of repeated ethnic clashes 
since its creation by the Kremlin 
in 1922. 

Last January there was bitter 
fighting between the Ossetians 
and the Georgian minority in 
southern Ossetia which was only 
quelled by tbe intervention of 
Interior Ministry troops. 

Southern Ossetia, which bor- 
ders Russia to tbe north, has a 
population of 98.000 of whom 66 
per cent are Ossetians and 28 per 
cent Georgians. 

Ossetian nationalists are de- 
manding tbe territory's inde- 
pendence from Georgia and its 
union with northern Ossetia. 


Nobel 


winners 


receive 


awards 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) 

— King Carl Gustaf XVI handed 
out gold Nobel Prize medallions 
and diplomas at a ceremony for 
tbe 10 laureates in medicine, 
literature, physics, chemistry 
and economics. 

A stand-in for Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev 
accepted his Nobel Peace Prize 
in Oslo, norway because politic- 
al, economic and social, turmoil 
in bis country prevented his 

attendance. 

Gorbachev's acceptance 
speech, read by envoy Anatoly 
Kovalyov in Oslo City Hall, 
warned that the world had 
reached “a moment of truth/' 

At the Stockholm Concert 
Hall, literature prize winner 
Octavio Paz of Mexico received 
the longest ovation from the 
crowd of 1,800. The Swedish 
Academy honoured him for “im- 
passioned writing with wide 
horizons, characterised by sen- 
suous intelligence and humanis- 
tic integrity.” 

Before a glittering banquet in 
the Stockholm City Hall, Paz 
said: “We are at the end of 
ideologies. We don't know what 
will be the face of the future/' 

“But we do know that the 
environment is in danger." he 
said. “We need to rediscover the 
feeling that the universe is a 
unity and that we are a pan of 
it/’ 

Each of this year's prizes are 
worth 1 million kronor (about 
5715,000). The United States, 
which produced eight winners 
this year in economics, physics 
and medicine, is the only coun- 
try which taxes the prize money. 

The laureates from the United 
States, Canada and Mexico 
shook the king's hand and 
bowed their heads toward him. 
the awards committee and the 
audience at the white tie cere- 


mony. 

The ceremony was broadcast 
live on national television and 
followed by a banquet in the 
ornate Stockholm City Hall. 

Joseph E. Murray of Milford, 
Massachusetts, accepted -the 
medicine prize on behalf of him- 
self and co- winner E. Don nail 
Thomas of Seattle, Washington. 
Their pioneering work in bone 
marrow transplants led to a cure 
for most childhood leukemia. 

“The prize pays tribute to the 
hundreds of patients now living 
healthy lives,'' said Murray, who 
performed the first organ trans- 
plant, with kidneys, in 1951. 
“We are indebted to these pa- 
tients who have been unselfishly 
involved in this research.” 

Elias Corey of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, recipient of the 
chemistry prize for discovering 
how to simulate organic synth- 
esis in the laboratory, noted that 
“chemistry can be applied to 
improve the life of man and 
make life happier for all of us.” 

Corey gave credit to “the 
loyal, dedicated, talented col- 
leagues and students all over the 
world who have been working 
shoulder to shoulder and mind 
to mind with me.” 

Harrv M. Markowitz of New 

P 

York said there was “great ela- 
tion" among financial econom- 
ists at the recognition of their 
field by this year's Nobel Memo- 
rial Prize in Economics. Marko- 
witz and co-recipients Merton 
H. Miller of Chicago. Illinois 
and William F. Sharpe of Stan- 
ford. California received the 
prize for pioneering work in the 
theory of financial economics 
and how markets function. 
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S. African township 


battles claim 35 lives 


.THOKOZA, South Africa (R) 
— The South African govern- 
ment ordered army and police, 
reinforcements into the Thokoza 
black township Tuesday after 
street fighting killed about 35 
people and wounded 50 in less 

than 10 hours. 

Chaos ruled in tbe bloodied 
alleys of a teeming squatter 
camp and a migrant workers’ 
hostel, as each side accused the 
other opening fire first in the 
latest outbreak of Johannes- 
burg's township wars which have 
killed 1,000 since August 

Tbe migrant workers, pre- 
dominantly Zulus loyal to the 
Inkatha Freedom Party of Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, and the 
squattera, who mainly follow 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC) both 
alleged that white- led South 
African police has spearheaded 
the attacks. 

Police denied the allegations 
and said they had confirmed 21 
deaths since midnight — 13 in a 
Thokoza Hostel and eight in the 
tin and cardborad shacks of P bo- 
la Park squatter camp, home for 
some 60,000 people. 

Residents counted at least 22 
killed in addition to the hostel 
toll. Squatter leaders aid they 
had killed five Inkatha attackers 
and had lost at least 17 of their 
own people. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Volk issued a statement 
saying substantial military and 
police reinforcements, backed 


by police and air force helicop* 
t era, had been ordered in to halt 
“a rapidly deteriorating security 

situation.** 

He said die fighting was so 
intense that security forces on 
the ground were initially help- 
less. 

He pledged the government 
would “take whatever steps 
necessary to end the township 
violence and will not allow any 
area of the country to slide into 

^President F.W. de Klerk and 
Mandela have met several times 
in recent days to discuss the 
fighting between ANC and In- 
y- q t h? loyalists which is polaris- 
ing black communities around 
the country’s industrial heart 
and threatens exploratory talks 
on creating a democratic South 

Africa. 

Tbe ANC accuses white ex- 
tremists in tbe security forces of 
stirring up trouble in an effort to 
mai n tain white rule. The govern- 
ment says a simple black power 
struggle is to blame. 

Vlok stressed the police were 
“impartial and apolitical” but 
frightened and angry people on 
both sides were Toad in their 
denunciations of bis men. 

Themba Khoza, a youth lead- 
er of Inkatha — an organisation 
labelled by the ANC as a gov- 
ernment ally — told reporters a 
police armoured vehicle began 
firing tear gas at the Zulu hostel 
at about two a.m. — and then 
“the ANC invaded.” 


Communist win in Serbia 


threatens Yugoslav unity 


BELGRADE (R) — The ruling 
Communists’ surprise election 
success in Serbia, Yugoslavia’s 
biggest republic, could persuade' 
its rival Slovenia to secede from 
the deeply-divided country, di- 
plomats said Tuesday. 

Unofficial early results from 
Sunday’s election showed Ser- 
bia's populist Communist Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic set to 
keep his post. The Communists, 
now called Socialists, were lead- 
ing in the ballot for a new 
Serbian parliament. 

With more chan a fifth of the 

■ 

votes counted, Milosevic had 
more than 62 per cent of the 
presidential ballot and the Com- 
iinists led in many constituencies 
in tbe parliamentary race. 

Diplomats said Serbs had 
shown they were wary of change 
and preferred Milosevic's tried 
and tested nationalist program- 
me to unpredictable nationalism 
offered by the main opposition 
party, the Serbian Renewal 
Movement (SPO). 

“People are afraid of the in- 
security that political and econo- 
mic reform would bring and the 
upheavals they see in Eastern 
Europe." a Western diplomat 
said. 

The elections look certain to 
leave Serbia and tiny Mon- 
tenegro as the fast bastions of 
Communism in Yugoslavia. The 
other four republics ousted the 
Communists this year in their 
first mufti-party elections since 
Worid War II. 

The six republics are now ex- 
pected to hold talks on how to 
keep Yugoslavia together amid 
economic chaos and bitter eth- 
nic power struggles, but diplct 
mats said the Communist snccess 
could deal a fatal blow to the 
multi-ethinc federation's unity. 

Slovenia and Croatia oppose 
moves by Serbia's Communists 
to keep Yugoslavia under tight 
central rule and say Serbia wants 
to control the whole of the coun- 
try. Both have threatened to 
secede unless they are given 


more independence. 

“This is a clear sign for 
Slovenia to leave Yugoslavia," a 
diplomat said. 

“We assume there will be 
talks on Yugoslavia's future but 
there is no apparent gfve on 
either side — from the Serbs or 
the Slovenes,” another envoy 
said. 

Slovenia holds an independ- 
ence referendum on Dec. 23 
which will not decide on immedi- 
ate secession but is expected to 
create the basis for a break with 
Yugoslavia. 

“It (tbe Serbian election re- 
sult) will influence the outcome 
of the plebiscite because more 
Slovenes will vote in favour of 
having a sovereign state,’* 
Slovene Information Minister 
Stane Stanic said. 


“If the outcome of the Slove- 
nian plebiscite was 85 per cent 
certain before, it is now 95 per 
cent certain.” said Slaven Leti- 
ca. personal adviser to Croatian 
President Fran jo Tudjman. 


Most commentators said they 
were surprised by the Commun- 
ists' success in Serbia and pat it 
down to fear of change, support 
for Milosevic's brand of 
nationalism, poor organisation 
by the opposition and lack of a 
real alternative programme. 

The opposition listed scores of 
voting irregularities and said the 
Communists manipulated the 
media before the elections, but 
foreign observers gave the elec- 
tions a clean bill of helath. 


“The opposition got the anti- 
Communist votes bat it could 
not compete with him in the area 
of nationalism,'' a veteran 
Yugoslav political observer said. 

Serbia is widely expected to 
continue a tough line in Kosovo 
province, where more than 50 
people have been killed in riots 
in the last two years as the 
majority cthisic Albanians de- 
manded more independence and 
Serbian authorities slashed its 
autonomy. 


T yminski unaware of ban, plans to leave Poland 


At the age of 53. he invested 
in Occidental Petroleum, a 
struggling company whose set 
worth was then only S3-* .000. 

Under Hammer's control it 
grew to become one of the 
world's most powerful con- 
glomerates. worth $7 billion. 

Soon after purchasing 
Occidental in 2957, Hammer re- 
newed his contacts with tire 
Soviet Union. He was sent to 
Moscow by U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy in 1%1 to repair the 
political damage of the U-2 spy- 
plane incident. 

In 1985, he claimed credit for 
helping to arrange the first sum- 
mit between U.S. President- 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev. 


WARSAW (R) — Defeated 
presidential challenger Scanislaw 
Tyminski said Tuesday be was 
unaware of a prosecutor's order 
barring him from leaving Po- 
land. and planned to fly out of 
tbe country Wednesday. 

Tyminski. under investigation 
for alleged slander against the 

prime minister, confirmed that 
he had received a summons to 
appear for questioning on Dec- 
17 but said he was not aware of 
being banned form leaving Po- 
land in the meantime. 

“I hope it will be no obstacle 
to my departure from Poland 
tomorr o w morning,” be said. 

A public prosecutor's state- 
ment issued on Monday made 
clear that emigre millionaire 
Tyminski, crushed by Lech 
Walesa in Sunday's presidential 
election, could not leave tbe 
country before being questioned 
about the alleged slander. 

“I don't know anything about 
thb officially,” Tyminski said. 

Tbe investigation against 
began last month after be ac- 
cused Prime Minister Tadcusz 
Mazowiecki of betraying (be 
county by selling its best com- 
passes to foreigners at knock- 
down prices. 


Tyminski told a news confer- 
ence he stood by what he said 
about Mazowiecki. 

“I do not regret what I said... 
during that campaign and I’m 
prepared to take ail consequ- 
ences inducting jail if that is what 
tbe prosecutors or judges decide 
in the course of the trial," he 

said. 

The charges against Tyminski 
under article 270 of Poland’s 
penal code carry a jail term from 
six months to eight years. 

Tyminski later said that he 
would respect any order by the 
authorities barring him from 
leaving, but repeated that he had 
not received such an order yet, 

“If the prosecutor's office ob- 
jects to my departure from Po- 
land, I will not leave. I would 
like to respect the law whatever 
it is." be said. 

“I am prepared to offer 
5100.000 surety. I will be back 
on Dec. 17 to appear at the 
prosecutor’s office in Nowy 


“I have purchased tickets for 
my wife and myself and I intend 
to show at the airport tomorrow 
to take the plane to London.” he 
said. 


Tyminski said he also needed 
time m Canada to edit video 
tapes shot by his own television 
crew of the November election 
meeting where he first made his 
accusation against Mazowiecki. 

’These tapes are out of the 
country and 1 want to leave for 
three days to edit them because 
there are editing problems in 
Poland,” be said. 


Tyminski said Sunday that the 
election was “rigged by intimida- 
tion'* and that he would file a 
protest. But Tuesday he said he 
now had no such plans. 

“I have no grounds at this 
time to protest anything, no leg- 
al grounds,” he said. 

“If my voters give me no legal 
grounds to protest, I win not 
protest,” he added. 


third place in the first round on 
Nov. 25, but was stopped in his 
tracks by Walesa's allegations 
that his campaign was by 

ex-Communists and secret 
police. 

Jaoek Woloszynsid, a spokes- 
man for the prosecutor’s office 
in Nowy Suez, said in reply to a 
question that there were ways of 
stopping Tyminski from leaving 
the country. 

He refused to elaborate and 
could nor confirm that Tyminski 
had been told he was not 
allowed to leave. 

Tyminski said tbe law he was 
charged under, dating from 
1932. was a Stalinist weapon that 
had not been used in Poland 
Since the Communists intro- 
duced martial law to stamp out 
the Solidarity opposition in the 
early 1980s. 

He said be had telephoned a 
lawyer this morning to ask for 
advice. 



Composer 


completes Mozart^: 
unfinished requierrvL 


TOKYO (AP) — An An i 
group has chosen a- Japanese * 
composer's arrangement of a it- : 
quiem left unfinished by Wq]£L 
gang Amadeus Mozart to b6 $ 

performed at-a concert next year 
mariting tbe'200tfaanniveriaiy qf. 
the composer’s, death, it was. 
announced Tuesday. The inter- 
national Stifttmg Mozart eirm.an 
organisation devoted to Mbzari- 
research, chose Stngeaki Saiga- 
sa's “symphonic concerto for- 
violin, viola, cello and orches- 
tra," to be performed on Dec. 5, 
1991, the anniversary date. 
Saigusa’s composition is a com- 
pleted version of Mozart's un- 
finished “requiem mass.” 'For 
unknown reasons, Mozart was 
unable to complete the piece be 
was commissioned to write in tbe 
summer of 1791. One of his 
5 tu dents, Franz Xavier Soss- 
mayr. completed a version of the 
work after Mozart died later that 
year. “Sossmayr’s version was 
written in a style too ‘romantic’ 
to suit Mozart’s composition. 
...The Stiftung Mozart unm- 
asked me to write my own ver- 
sion," Saignsa said. Tt would be 
impossible to write the composi- 
tion just as Mozart would have, 
but I tried to return to his state 
of mind/' he said. Saigusa, one 
of Japan’s foremost composers, 
of classical music, said his com- 
position would be recorded in 
May and released next August 


U.S. approves new 
contraceptive 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
U.S. government agency Mon- 
day approved the first major 
new contraceptive in the United 
States in three decades — an 
implant that protects women 
against pregnancy for up to five 
years. The device, called Nor- 
plant, consists of six matchstick- 
sized silicone rubber capsules 
containing a hormone that is 
released slowly over time. The 
g?psules are implanted in tbe 
upper arm of a woman in a 
minor surgical procedure that 
requires only local anesthesia. 
Fertility is restored when the 
capsules are removed. The de- 
vice is more than 99 per cent 
effective, meaning that for every 
ZOO women who use it, at most 
one will become pregnant, says 
the New York-based Population 
Council, which developed Nor- 
plant. It will be marketed by 
Wyeth- Ayerst Laboratories of 
Philadelphia. The device has 
been approved in 16 countries, 
where half a million women have 
used it, according to the cotrndL 
Many family planning experts 
consider Norplant to be the big- 
gest advance in birth control 
since oral contraceptives and tbe 
intrauterine device, or IUD, 
were approved in the early 
1960s. Norplant contains no- 
thing new. The hormone, a 
synthetic progestin, has been 
ingested safely for years, cornual 
officials say. Wyeth-Ayerst has 
not released price information 
for the product, approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 
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$83,000 stolen in 
Czech casino hold- 
up 


PRAGUE (R) — Four masked 
men held up a casino in western j 
Czechoslovakia early Monday . 
and made off with 583,000, tbe 
Czec hoslovak News Agency 
(Cl K) reported. The raid on the 
casino in the Continental Hotel in 
Plzen took place soon after 1 a ja- 
(midnight GMT), the agency 
said. 


Joan Collins 
to star in 8 
comedies in U.K. 


LONDON (AP) — Joan Coffins. 


j currently starring here in a sop 
production of Noel Coward’s Pri" 


Tyminski said lie and his Peru- 
vian wife Gradela had tickets to 
Canada via Loudon Wednesday, 
He intended to spend three days 
with his three young children 
and then ret urn to Poland. 


Tyminski, unknown in Poland 
until the campaign started in 
October, threw the country into 
political turmoil with his shock 
challenge. 

He pushed Solidarity Premier 
Mazowicdd into a humiliating 


. Tymmsfa was calm and smil- 
ing at the news conference, 
sayrog jokingly that he had 
found the summons in a big pile 
of electron mail. 6 F 

ko * r * ^ 

Its good I was able to pick it 
up,’ be said. ^ 


vate Lives says she will film eigfr 
coward comedies for British TV- 
The project entitled Tonight' At 
8:30 will begin airing in April- 00 
the British Broadcasting Coip-r 
the actress said at a news confer* 
ence at Qaridge’s Hotel, “I doul 
always want to be perceived *■ 
the glamorous vixen type,” s 
Miss Collins, best-known 
playing the decidedly 
Alexis Carrington Colby injfr ; 
American TV series, Dv^jp - ^ 
The new series wfil cast jf&fi \ 
several roles ori gin ated Wg$P \ 
ward's leading lady, G jg B jr 
Lawrence. The parts ran gfjff? ] 
a fading music hall star j 
elegant femme fatale. FoSsR# 
the TV project, the actreaF ] 
she hopes to return to tbegfij** ] 
taking Private Lives to Br i B N j 
next fall. Its London nmar j 
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